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I.—Fore1Ien Pouitics, 


Tue Hindi Bangavasi, of the 28th December, says that Russia seems to be grep: Baxcavasr, 
at the bottom of the Hunza and Nagar difficulty. Dec. 28th, 1891. 


ies ‘agar difficulty. 
The Hunza and Nagar cmhenl'y- “Government should therefore act very cautiously. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 
9, The Sahayogi, of the 26th December, says that crimes committed even 


SAHAYOGI, 
in places very close to the Burrisal town do not _ Deo. 26th, 1891. 


often come to the notice of the authorities. ‘The 
riter has learnt that gambling is carried on by some Mussulman ruffians at 
Dupdupia and the Jagooa ferry. The passers-by being induced by these men to 
ramble, often lose everything, not excepting their winter clothing and umbrellas. 
if an inquiry is made by an expert police officer there will be no difficulty in 
racing out the band of budmashes. 
3. The Charuvarta, of the 28th December, says that card-sharpers have — Cuarvvanra, 
made their appearance in places from Boyera to De 28th, 16891. 
Card-sharpers in the Mymen- Peorapore in the vicinity of Sherpore in the 
‘ecmemmings Mymensingh district. They are rifling the pockets 
lof the passers-by. The police ought to look sharp. 
4, The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 28th December, referring to the arming aro: Bavcavast, 
| | of the Calcutta police with deadly weapons, aks, Dec. 28th, 1891. 
Arming of the Calcutta Police. = _Whwv this distrust of the weak Bengalis? Now that 
there is the Russian difficulty, it would be better tomake friends with the people 
and not to distrust them. 

5. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 30th December, has the following:—The — «rou Ransma, 
first thing dealt with in the Government Resolution Dec. 30th, 1891, 
on the Police Committee’s report is the village police. 

Formerly the chowkidar used to obtain chakran land from the zemindar of his 
village in return for his services. He was therefore answerable to the zemindar 
and his officers for any neglect of duty. But though he was remunerated by the 
zemindar, he did not oppress the villagers, for he now and then got rewards from 
the higher classes of people in the village, and the lower classes were his own kith 
and kin. Thus under the old system both the people and the chowkidars lived 
happily and on the best of terms with each other. But all that is now changed, 
The chowkidar is no longer the servant of the zemindar ; he is the servant of the 
Government. His sole aim now is, therefore, to please his present masters, the 
authorities, that is, and the police. He thinks that his only duty now is to serve 
the police authorities and to please them. He therefore now cares for neither 
the high nor the low in the village. And not even the panchayet has any 
control over him. Thus completely estranged from all the interests in the village, 
the chowkidar seldom performs his duty satisfactorily. It is a notorious fact that 
under the new system the chowkidar is seldom seen in the village. Any 
complaint against the chowkidar must now be made direct to the Magistrate, 
neither the police nor the panchayet having authority over him. But who will 
take the irouble of going all the way to the District Magistrate in order to lodge 
a complaint against a chowkidar ? 
m lho writer cannot, in this connection, help drawing attention to the peculiar 
position of the village panchayet. The villagers know that the panchayet is 
a hody which exist simply for the purpose of exacting from their hard-earned 
money; while the chowkidar knows that the panchayet has nothing else to do 
with him except paying him his salary. These being, in fact, the only duties 
that have been entrusted to the panchayet, it is not to be expected that respect- 
able people will come forward to impose upon themselves a task so thankless 
and unpleasant. Unless the powers of the panchayet are greatly increased, the 
system will do no good, even if it is based upon election. ‘Ihe appointment 
of chowkidars and the payment of their salaries should be entrusted entirel 
tothe panchayets. The large powers that are being given to the chowkidar will 
Only increase oppression. 
The rule that the chowkidari tax should be paid within the first seven 
days of the third month of ‘every quarter will surely entail great hardship on 


Gambling near Burrisal town. 


Folice reform. 


(aj 


village people. Even townspeople are unable in all cases to pay their municipy 

rates in due time. The term of seven days ought to be extended to a monjj 

or more. . 

, No separate tehsildar ought to be appointed for the collection of th§ 

chowkidari tax. Its collection should be entrusted to a panchayet. Th! 
appointment of a separate collecting officer will only mean increased Oppression 
of the people. The payment of the salaries of chowkidars should not } 

iene to the Magistrate or to the police, as proposed ; it should be left in the | 
hands of thepunchayet. If the chowkidars are paid through tie police, they 

will have to pay blackmail in each case to the paying officer. ee 

seetawas 6. The Sudhakar, of the 1st January, says that when the Chowkidari Ac 
Jan. Ist, 1892. was first passed it was thought that the working of 

the police would improve under it and that the § 
law would confer greater powers on the village 
panchayets than they possessed before its enactment. But none of these hope 
have been realised. Besides conferring on the punchayets the unpleasant duty 
of collecting the chowkidari tax, the Act has conferred on them no other power 
in virtue of which they may do any real service to their country. As 
a consequence, all respectable and honest people hold themselves aloof: from the 
panchayets, and panchayets are necessarily composed of illiterate and in 
some cases dishonest men. ‘lhe late Sir Ashley Eden in a resolution said that 
the people of Bengal have no sense of duty. But it is strange how His Honow 
came to this conclusion when Government had not yet entrusted the people with 
any responsible work. To be able to show a sense of duty one must be given 
some duty to do. By the panchayet system Government pretends to entrust 
the people with a share in the administration of local affairs, but im reality 
the punchayets are nothing more than tax-collectors. If, therefore, Government 
really wants to see the punchayets do some useful! service to their country, it 
should confer on them some real powers, such, for instance, as the power of 
constructing and repairing village roads from the Local Board funds. The 
Local Boards, too, may be instructed to listen to all reasonable advice given b 
the punchayets in local matters. Lastly, panchayets should be elected by the 


Police reform and the panchayet 
system. 


people themselves and not by the police, if they are to bea really useful 
institution in the country. 


PRAKRITI, 7. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 2nd January, says with 


Jan. 2nd, 1892. cs , > : . 1 | 
in. 2nd, 1 osniael aibiltiiee of au atau reference to the proposal tu abolish the outpost at 


‘in the Uluberia subdivision of the Mandalghat near Shyampur within the Ulubera 
Howrah district. subdivision of the Howrah district that the outpost 
in question has been in existence for upwards of one hundred years, and has | 
been of great use to the inhabitants. Its abolition will place the people of this 
place at the mercy of the budmashes. 
Datsik--SaMacHan 8. Lhe Damik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 6th January, has the follow- 
ANDRIKA, 


Jan, 6th, 1892. The Lieutenant-Governor and Ins on the proposals of the Police Committee 
the Police Committee on the regarding the exercise of supervision by District 
administration of criminal justice. 


mee Magistrates over the Subordinate Magistrates :— 
The subordination, the increase of which has been recommended by 
Mr. Beames’ Committce and approved of by the Lieutenant-Governor, 18 
already so galling and vexatious as to deter many respectable men from 
accepting Deputy Magistrateships We know of cases in which learned and 
conscientious men have been compelled by a harsh exercise of authority by District 
Magistrates to resign their posts as Deputy Magistrates. We also know of 
many Deputy Magist-ates whose private wants compel them to continue in the 
service though sick of such harsh exercise of authority. The proposed increase 
of supervision over Subordinate Magistrates will only result in evil in pi 

cases. There will be no perceptible abuse of the increased authority by sU 
among the District Magistrates as are real gentlemen, acquainted with the worth 
of the Deputy Magistrates. But Deputy Magistrates will have a very hard 
time of it under self-sufficing Magistrates like Mr. Baker of the 24-Pergunnahs, 
under whom even able and experienced Deputy Magistrates like Babu Bankim 
Chandra Chatterjee and Babu Ramcharan Bose have had to suffer mental pain. 
As a matter of fact, many experienced Deputy Magistrates are immensely 
superior in every respect to many District Magistrates, and many said this 2 


their evidence before the Public Service Commission. 


ania . 
sy ne ch 


i cag. A NR lg a Me NIC Ri ee ta cs olin sige tar og sys re a 
. “a 7 . . (eee o 
> Se ee ee Taina mtn . 


( 85 ) 


The recommendations of the Police Committee are n 
, :, ot al 
Lieutenant-Governor is not doing well in accepting all of = ews = 
disclaims all intention of interfering with the judicial independenc th 
Subordinate sk A But the kind of action which is proposed to te taken 
‘upon the recommen ations of the Committee will 
interference. practically lead to such 
The Committee says that the Subordinate Magistrat 
sibility upon themselves. ‘There is no danotong that dg ame se tag 
Deputy Magistrates have this fear. But there are also many who cee gpeegr em 
fear. Many exercise great deliberation in cases which admit of a a Le is 
js this deliberation wrong, for the less self-confidence a judicial office hi hs 
better will be his administration of justice. A judicial officer with pod wm 7 
‘CSteonfidence generally proves a Fash judge. Conscientious Magistrates _ 
. for acquittal in cases 1 which the evidence is of a doubtful oabens But the 
conscientious Subordinate Magistrate who acquits when the evidence ) d ib f 1 
| incurs the displeasure of the District Magistrate and is taken to t 4 oubtiul 
the District Superintendent of Police. And the resolution on the he nese M d 
tions of the Police Committee shows that the Lisutonmes-tlevenien en T 
dislikes such Magistrates. Conscientious Magistrates naturally wish t : ae 
| doubtful cases to other officers. The Lieutenant-Governor x hi C en 
consider this a fault, but conscientious men consider it a merit The Pa mittee 
has found fault with the Subordinate Magistrates for dilatori aa We dal mee 
of cases and also for want of thoroughness in their detidione. Th ee 
does not perhaps mean to say that the decisions want thorou biastia “rose ae 
are dilatory. What it means to say is perhaps this, th 5 sei vecause they 
faultless where they are not dilatory. We shosld be ; lad. if the Gos nit ni 
desire to get faultless decisions passed with sremeiibadie sould b ‘ f filled, bi : 
that is in the nature of things impossible. The Deputy Magistr ; ” age but 
delay in passing decisions from idleness or from a desire : wee - Pe > mate 
| deserve to be punished. But Deputy Magistrates have, as a po age omega 
making unnecessary delay in passing: decisions, for they know that it -aype aoe 
ama aes ay 4 and by deciding a large number of cases within the po Be | 
| possible time that they can h ai . ortest 
superiors. ope to obtain the praise and the favour of their 
The Committee also finds fault wi | 
as vith the superficial 
| which are to be observed in the proceedings . op vege | - want of method 
It is the duty of a judicial officer to punish the gui ordinate Magistrates. 
and not to sinh P Pega guilty and to acquit the a d 
prevent the possibility of appeal. The Committ ccused, 
that there should be no r f multtee perhaps desires 
want of oom for appeal. For what else can th 
dea of method? ‘The Committee is perhaps under the i ale 1 fy wr 
ewer the appeals and the acquittals, tl impression that the 
It is clear that , the easier will the administration b 
s clear that the gentlemen who sat on the Poli ; oe a 
eaiviotion than? : olice Committee are more f 
apt har aga Reg or acquittal, and the concurrence of the Lieuté te 
in =] view is no more than what might have been expect d se 
ii /e, too, for our part, admit that there should be 4 es 
clay in the decision of cases, especially crimi o undue Bad unnenoNety 
es aie © s, especially criminal cases. But it would b 
er hand, not to take time to decide c h a aera wade | 
sad-to: Aelita oh ination, tm th ide cases where rapid decision will 
iit dain oft ; e great majomty of cases delay arises not f 
“i arassing the accused, but from the 4 s not from 
ee very nature of the work which 
at ead promptitude 1s insisted on in the decision of 
n oubtedly lead to failure of justice. It is righ ision of all cases, it 
: sons long in hajut, But the remedy for long hay t sh Ag dgediee «be ong 
j 7 onscepe of the bail system than in Re, Ay ab x py we Seas Saree & 
‘e cannot also : 10NS8, 
ding te Meciaiaees a Ons ry 7 the Comenitions PRomanemantion that the Subor- 
vidence : ‘ ves tO remove ft si 
oak ut poe in court, or, in other words, should take u ~ by fects in the 
e pleader and the mukhtar, But this i pon themselves the 
not done by cuber the ick Cnet nag.  & le is exactly the thing which is 
; oe) officer require him only to adjudicat istrict Courts. The duties of a 
nd it 1s only the Magistrate who is d e upon the evidence laid before him 
that will depart from thi etermined upon convicting the d 
ad ial 1 this course. And how, in the the accused 
cer supply defects in the evidence? JI : next place, will a judicial 
in fairness nce? If he calls for fresh evit 
call upon.both complainant and ac ore evidence, he must 
cused to give more evidence, 
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The Committee and the Lieutenant-Governor are displeased with the Subor. 
dinate Magistrates because they send up too many cases to the sessions. We, 
for our part, believe that criminal justice is administered better in the Sessions 
Court than in the Subordinate Courts, and better still in the High Court than 
in the Sessions Court. The practice which is favourable to a good adininistra- 
tion of criminal justice is therefore one which it is desirable to have. Buta 
Committee with Mr. Beames at its head could not be expected to pass any other 
opinion than what it has expressed. And, considering that all executive officers 
like summary trials and are annoyed to see accused persons discharged by 
Sessions J md es, it is also no wonder that the Lieutenant-Governor should be 
dissatisfied with this practice of the Subordinate Magisterial Couris. 


The Committee would have the District Magistrate keep a sharp cye on the. 


attendance of the Subordinate Magistrates. But reprimands should be resorted 
to only in the case of incorrigible offenders. Constant reprimands will have the 
effect of lowering the Subordinate Courts in the estimation of the public. 

The Committee’s recommendation that the District Magistrate should advise 
the Subordinate Magistrates as to the best mode of deciding cases will practically 
lead to an interference with their judicial discretion and independence, in as 
much as they will have no choice but to follow the advice of their superior, be 
the advice good or bad. Every impartial man must admit that many Deputy 
Magistrates holding the B.L. degree are better judicial officers than many 
District Magistrates. 7 

The Lieutenant-Governor has ordered that a fortnightly register, showing 
the number of undertrial prisoners, should be submitted to the District Magis- 
trate from each subsidiary jail. It is indeed desirable that criminal cases 
should be decided as speedily as possible, for people have to suffer much in hajut, 
which is, as a matter of fact, as hard asa jail. But there are cases in which 
delay in deciding will be unavoidable, and in such cases every possible facility 
should be afforded for the release of the accused on bail. 

In the other rules made by His Honour regarding the exercise of super- 
vision by District Magistrates over their Subordinate Magisirates, His Honour 
has, in a manner, set the former as school-masters over the latter. The District 
Magistrate is to inspect the trial registers of the Subordinate Magistrates at 
head-quarters once every week, and the trial registers of the Subordinate Magis- 
trates in subdivisions from time to time. In other words, the District 
Magistrate will call upon the Subordinate Magistrates for explanation at ever 
step, and pass orders for their observance at every step. ‘Ihe Subordinate 
Magistrates will thus be kept in a constant state of alarm. The present super- 
vision is intolerable to many Deputy Magistrates, and it should be, therefore, easy 
to imagine what the effect of the increased supervision will be. But good and 
conscientious Subordinate Magistrates alone will suffer from this. ‘Those among 
the Subordinate Magistrates as are more shrewd than conscientious will set their 
sail to every varying wind. In executive matters the District Magistrates now 
exercise supervision over the Subordinate Magistrates at every step. A similar 
exercise of supervision in judicial matters, too, will, make the vt fe of the Deput 
Magistrate too hot for him and will practically lead to interference with his 
judicial discretion and independence. 

The Subdivisional Officers too, will, not escape this exercise of supervision. 
They, too, will be called upon every now and then for explanations. The result 
will be that they will take greater care to please the District Magistrate than to 
do justice. 

' It is therefore clear that the position of the Deputy Magistrates will be 
even more miserable than at present, and that at the same time there will be 
obstacles in the way of a satisfactory administration of criminal justice. What 
is justice in the eyes of the officers is injustice in the eyes of the people. The 
former believe that conviction in the majority of cases isa proof of a satisfactory 
administration of criminal justice, but the latter hold the opposite view. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 
9, The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 22nd December, says that it too, for its 
ports cannot, after an examination of the facts 
r 


ought to light in the hearing of the Sonnenschein 
appeal before the District Judge of Burdwan, accept 


Acquittal of Mr. Sonnenschein. 


( 37 ) 


e evidence which has been brought forward by the police in this case. 
Nor can the version of the story given by the accuse be accepted as true. If 
; 3s death had resulted from drowning alone, the Assistant Surgeon who 
= a post mortem examination of his corpse would have certainly dis- 
a ered signs of death from drowning. Two other men besides Ranjit’s son 
“aid that they had heard two reports of a gun. Some suppose that at the time 
Raniit got down into the tank, the bird shot by Mr. Sonnenschein had not died, 
and that therefore Mr. Sonnenschein fired at the bird again and thereby struck 
Ranjit with a few shots, which plunged him into the water. But there is no 
clear proof of this, and no one should be punished on the strength of mere 
supposition. ‘The decision of the District Judge in this case 1s right so far as 
the records of the case go. If the police has concealed any matter or has been 
ynable to bring the real facts to light, the police 1s responsible for it and not 
udge. 
ag my Referring to the acquittal of Mr. Sonnenschein by the Sessions J udge of 
Burdwan, the Uluberia Darpan, of the 28th Decem- 
ber, says that a serious miscarriage of justice like 
| this is calculated to shake public confidence in the law courts of the country. 
The writer requests His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to call for 
and examine the papers of this case. 


as true th 


- Acquittal of Mr. Sonnenschein. 


ULUBERIA DARPAN, 
Dec. 28th, 1891. 


11. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 29th December is surprised to Borpwan Sansrvam, 


: _ Jearn that Mr. Sonnenschein, the white-skinned 
Acquittal of Mr. Sonnenschein. Celebrity of Barrakur, has been acquitted on appeal, 
and observes as follows :— 

Inscrutable are the ways of justice! The life of a native of India is of less 
consequence than that of a bird. The rejoicings of the European have alarmed 
the native population. 

The natives of India now find it extremely difficulty to protect their lives. 
The writer does not know how to express his feelings of surprise and 
indignation. 

12. The Sahachar, of the 30th December, refers to the quashing of a 
sentence of imprisonment passed on a Sub-Inspector 
of Police by the Sessions Judge of Jaunpore in the 
North-Western Provinces, and asks, What compensa- 
tion will the poor man obtain for his long imprisonment? The law, as it 
stands at present, provides no remedy for this evil. But it is quite practicable 
to provide such a remedy in the law. The execution of a decree of a civil 
court is delayed, pending the result of an appeal, though it is only property that 
ls concerned in it. Cannot the execution of the sentence of a criminal court— 
proper securities of course being furnished—be delayed pending the result of 
an appeal, seeing that personal freedom and often life itself is concerned in it? 

_ There is also another thing which can no longer be kept concealed, and 
which ought not also to be kept concealed. Many European Judges and Magis- 
trates are acting in such a way that people can no longer repose confidence in 
Pa Sir John Edge and Justice Straight have openly declared the Sessions 
- nage of Jaunpore a liar. They have declared his statement about the loss of 

y judgment in the case of the Sub-Inspector to be ridiculous. But it is men 
ot this character who have power to pass sentences of death, and against whose 
ee there is in many cases no appeal. Honesty and impartiality are high 
b : a ina Judge. But one grieves to miss vB ualifications in certain 
othe : judicial officers. The District Magistrate of Moorshedabad sent the 
these ay two very respectable men to jail with handcuffs on for having had in 
; Ssession without a license two old pistols not in a fit state for use. An 
rg was preferred. The Sessions J udge gave orders for the release of the 


The Sessions Judge of Juanpore, 
and English judicial officers. 


& respectable man, petitioned for the transfer of his case to the 
ef Court of the Punjab. The Chief Court fixed a day for hearing the case, 
or the papers, though it did not say in so many words that the Magis- 


ate should not try th : 
Mac; i try the case. But calling for papers meant as much. But the 
Agistrate hastily concluded the trial aad panne tentinne on the accused. The 


Dec. 29th, 1892. 


Samacgdar, 
Dec. 30th, 1891. 


( .38 ) 


Magistrate may be an impartial man. But people will, under these circum. 
stances, be quite justified in suspecting injustice. It was pointed out to a Joint. 
Magistrate in a certain case that it was not necessary to provide lights in 
carriages on moonlight nights. The Magistrate admitted this, but said that he 
must, nevertheless, punish the accused as he had already punished another map 
under similar circumstances. Was this justice ? And can people feel any respect 
for such men? ‘The trial of European offenders has become a scandal. To say 
nothing of the mofussil, even in Calcutta there was a wide-spread rumour, when 
Jacob’s trial was going on, that Jacob would be released. The Anglo-Indian 

ress is in a great measure responsible for the release of European offenders, 
Buch a hue and cry is raised inthat press whenever a European is ‘put on his 
trial in a criminal court that the English Judge or Magistrate trying the man 
is almost in fear of being ontcasted. A fine is generally the highest punishment 
which is inflicted upon a European. Any plea or excuse by a European offender 
is considered sufficient. And things have come to a pass in the criminal court, | 
in which people can no longer repose full confidence in the English judicial 
officers. 

Government is not to blame for this state of things. It tries its best to 
prevent such abuses. Many Government circulars have been published to make 
the Deputy Magistrates attend to their duties. Cannot something also be done 
to bring the European Judges and Magistrates who fail in their duties to their 
senses? Mr. Marsden fined a European Rs. 20 for having cruelly beaten a vicious 
horse with a rope. This shows that it is better to be a horse than one of Her 
om ay Indian subjects. If a native had been beaten like the horse, nay, 

c 


ed to death, a fine of Rs. 25 would have been deemed sufficient. Thoughtful 
and religious Englishmen should reflect on this point. 


13. The Behar Bandhu, of the 31st December, says that the cases quoted 


below clearly show that distinction is made between 
Race distinction in the law 


the Native and European criminals in the courts of 
courts. ° 
this country :— 


(1) In Bombay a native lad was sentenced by a Magistrate to five years 
detention in the reformatory for playing a practical joke ona 
blind man by the removal of his household utensils, there being 
no intention of theft in the matter. But the Judge of the 
High Court to whom the sentence was submitted for confirma: 


tion, thought the sentence too light, and sentenced the lad to 
imprisonment for two years. 


(2) At Patna a native lad was charged with attempting to impose upon 
a confectioner by offering him a counterfeit two-anna piece. 
The lad was sentenced to imprisonment for five years, but was 
acquitted on appeal to the District Judge. 


(8) In Nowgong a European charged with the murder of his servant ‘was 


acquitted. The plea set up by the defence was that the accused 
was insane when he committed the crime. | 


(4) In Madras a European was let off with a fine for having beaten his 
wife almost to death. 


(5) At a certain station a native was shot by a European for refusing to 


let him drink water from the native’s drinking pot. he 
offender was let off with a fine. 


SuDHAKaR, 14. Referring to Sonnenshein’s case, the Sudhakar, of the 1st January, 


Jan. Ist, 1892. se cael lle asks, If this is not failure of justice, what is? The 
foe 4 unfortunate native has suffered what was written 


in his fate. But it behoves the Lieutenant-Governor now to call for the papers 
of the case and see if justice has been done. | 


BrHaR BaNDHD, 
Dec. 3lst, 1891. 


SANJIVAN!, 15. Referring to the Jaunpore Judge’s case, the Sanjivani, of the 2nd 


Jen, tnd, 100% a sadee of Jaunpore in the January, says that it ought to be considered whether 


North-Western Provinces. a judicial officer so negligent and who can say that 
— he has written a judgment when he has not in fact 
written it, is fit to occupy the position of a Judge. Heaven and earth would 


have been moved if the charge brought against the Judge of Jaunpore had been 
made against a native judicial officer. 


(89 ) 


16. The same paper says that Babu Amrita Lall Chatterji; Subordinate 
oe oe ce = udge, was specially deputed to the Chota Nagpore 
The administration or. Civi Thiviss the oblect of di : P tha Ye 

tie in the Chota Nagpore Division wl ject of disposing of the large 

Division. number of postponed cases in the Hazaribagh and 

Lohardugga districts. But the Government has not yet given that officer a 

ministerial establishment or a courtroom. Government should not delay in 
removing these inconveniences of the Subordinate Judge. 

The High Court ought to see that cases are not postponed in such large 
numbers in the Chota Nagpore Division in future. _ : 

A new district has been ordered to be formed with Palamow as head-quarters. 
But no arrangement has yet been made for the court-houses. 

Large numbers of cases are getting postponed in Manbhum owing to the 
Subordinate Judge of the place having to perform the functions of both a 
Subordinate Judge and a Maunsif. : 

17. The Prakriti, of the 2nd January, says that the Sessions Judge of 

Jaunpore, if really guilty, ought to receive condi 
punishment, but the Chief Justice of the Allahabad 
High Court should not have expressed any opinion when the matter was still 
under enquiry. 

18. The Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd January, says on the authority of its 

| contemporary of the Charuvaria, that one Daiya 
Shekh was charged before the Magistrate of Mymen- 
singh with having committed rape on his wife Bhabi Bibi, a girl below the age 
of twelve. In the absence of satisfactory evidence of rape, the Magistrate 
found the accused guilty of having voluntarily caused grievous hurt, and 
sentenced him to one year’s imprisonment, ordering him at the same time to 
pay Rs. 20 to the complainant as compensation. The writer asks, Why was the 
accused sent to jail for one year, although the offence with which he was 
charged was not proved? What was the nature of the hurt? If it was grievous 
hurt, why was not the complainant subjected to medical examination and the 
nature of the injuries shown to the Magistrate ? 

19, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 4th January, approves of the 

action of the Allahabad High Court in censurin 
Mr. Wheeler, Judge of Jaunpore, and of the North- 
Western Provinces Government in degrading him to the post of Joint Magistrate, 
and says that it is in this way that offending officials should be taught. 


The Sessions Judge of Jaunpore. 


A case under the Consent Act. 


The Judge of Jaunpore. 


(d)—Education. 


20. The Sahayogi, of the 19th December, says that the fixing of examina- 


teu eeenhietin caste. tion centres in the mofussil, though prompted b 


very good motives, is productive of great mischief. 
Food articles hecome dear on account of these examinations, the candidates 


suffer in health for want of medical help in these places, and experience great 
inconvenience for want of living accommodation. But there are worse evils 


even than these. Everybody is allowed to hold free communication with the 
candidates at the examination halls. The writer has heard from a friend who 
acted as a guard at one of these examination centres that one of his brother 
guards wrote answers to the English paper for his pupils. The pundits of 
—_—- circles form such a strong party on these occasions that the Sub-Inspector 
ns Schools cannot venture to protest against their proceedings. And so even 
ose for whom it is convenient to go to the town prefer to be examined at one 
of — of the mofussil centres. Last year candidates from three or four 
: Cols only went to the town for examination. If the results of the candidates 
_ ae at the town are found worse than the results of those examined at the 
: — centres, the suspicion that the candidates at the mofussil centres get 
n . advantages will be proved to be well founded. | 
1. The Navayuga, of the 31st December, must praise the Lieutenant- 
Spread of primary education,  OVernor for his order that the saving that will be 
lie ie made by municipalities by the transfer of the work 
o ri. ing statements of births and deaths should pods sone to the diffusion 
. P mary education, although this contribution will not be large enough to 
nally aid the progress of that education. ee | ae 


SanJIVANI, 
Jan. 2nd, 1891. 


PRAKRI‘1, 
Jan. 2nd, 1892. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Jan. rd, 1892. 


DAINIK-0-SaMACHAR 
- CHANDRIKA, 


Jan. 4th, 1892, 


SaHaYoOaIl, 
Dec, 19th, 1891. 


Navayruaa, 
Dec. 31st, 1891. 


collegiate school players was thrown into the ground on which the students of 
the Kajihati school were playing at the time. 
The arrival of Bisvesvar Babu, a professor of the local college, was ve 
opportune; but the students did not show any signs of fear or shame in his 
resence, and the riot was not put a stop to until after Rajeswar Babu, the 
ead-master of the local normal school, had come to the assistance of Bisvesvar 
The writer thinks that the riot was owing pen pe | to the turbulent 
conduct of some of the boys who were ringleaders in it, and w 
found out; and asks the Magistrate of Chittagong and the head-master to take 
the necessary steps to prevent the occurrence of similar riots in future. In con- 
clusion, the writer says that it is a matter of regret that neither the teachers nor 
the municipality should have thought it necessary to move in the matter, although 
it was very well known to them and formed the subject of a correspondence 


encourage the sale of such books with the view of pecuniary gain to themselves. 
The Education Department ought to stop altogether the use of these books in the 


The inspecting staff of the department ought to look to the matter, or material 
injury will be done to the mofussil boys. 


SaANSODHINI, 
Deo. Slst, 1891. 
Chittagong. 
——. school. 
Babu. 
between them. 
Banaavasl, 
Jan. 2nd, 1892. 
Bad keys in mofussil schools. 
mofussil schools, or allow onl 
PRAKRIT!, 
Jan. 2nd, 1892. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Jan. 8rd, 1892. 


BoaDwak SaNJIVANI, 
Dec. 20th, 1891. 


BANGANIVASI, 
Jan, let, 1892 


UVluberia 
Howrah district. 


in the district of 


22. The Sansodhini, of the 31st December, reports the occurrence on 
A riot among schoolboys in Sunday, the 27th December last, of a riot between 


23. The Bangavasi, of the 2nd Janua 


( 40 ) 


the students of the local collegiate school and of the 
The immediate cause of the riot was that a foot-ball of the 


o can be easily 


ry, draws attention to the very 
large number of worthless keys to text-books which 
are sold in the mofussil. Sometimes even teachers 


such of them to be used as are really good. 


24. <A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 2nd January, says that the 


A vernacular 


school in the 
sub-division 


financial condition of the vernacular school at 
Deora near Shyampur in the Uluberia sub-division 
of the Howrah district is very unsatisfactory, and it 


of the 


can now hardly get on without help from Government. 


The correspondent therefore requests that the Government and the 


District Board of Howrah may be pleased to sanction a grant-in-aid of this 
school and thereby ensure its permanence. 


A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd January, draws 


20. 


Lower Prima 


Rs. 40 to Rs. 20, and to pay the balance to the viva voce examiners. The 
correspondent says that even Ks. 40 will hardly be adequate remuneration for the 
gentlemen who will examine nearly fifteen hundred papers, whilst the viva voce 
examiners will not have to work more than one day, and should not be entitled 
to any extra allowance. The correspondent does not, therefore, understand the 
necessity of this reduction of fees except on the supposition that there are 
relatives of the authorities among the viva voce examiners. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


26. <A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 29th December, 
The Ranigunge Municipality. 


employés, in consequence of which the watering of some of the roads has been 
grossly neglected. 


the subject that the Vice-Chairman of the local icipalit 
not to water some of the roads. municipality has given orders 


27. In reviewing the Government Resolution on the administration of the 
The Municipal Resolution. 


all tho Divisional Commissioners have expressed satisfaction with the. working 
of the municipalities during the year under report, and only the Officiatin 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division, Mr. Westmacott, has ex 
a different opinion. Everybody knows what Mr. Westmacott’s views about 
local self-government are; and, remembering his doings at Howrah, it is not to 


examiners fees 
oakhally. 


attention to the fact that the District Board of 
Noakhally have decided to reduce the fee of the 
examiners for the Lower Primary Examination from 


writing from Ranigunge, complains of the wrongful 
dismissal by the local municipality of two of its 


The correspondent was informed in reply to his enquiries on 


municipalities of Bengal during the year 1890-91, 
the Banganivasi, of the lst January, says that almost 


( 4) 


be wondered that he should have been dissatisfied: with the working of the 
municipalities under him. According to him, the system of having non-official 
Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen has greatly impaired the efficiency of the 
municipalities, because with non-official heads their work is found to be of 
an irresponsible character. It 1s needless to say_ that this statement of 
Mr. Westmacott’s has no foundation in truth. Mr. Smith, during his Presidenc 
Commissionership, gave @ wholly different version. The writer is himself 
aware of the working of several municipalities within the Presidency Division, 
and he is in a position to say that they are working decidedly better now 
than they did under official Chairmanship and Vice-Chairmanship. The official 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman had to live at the sudder stations of their 
respective districts, and could, therefore, know very little about the interior 
of the country. All the information they possessed regarding the wants and 
grievances of the people was obtained during their tours. And everybody knows 
how perfunctorily such tours are made. Onthe other hand, the present non- 
official Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen live amongst the people themselves and 
know every want and grievance of every village within their Jurisdiction. 

It cannot, of course, be said that no defects are now observable in the work- 
ing of the municipalities. Defects there are ; but it is not the Commissioners 
who should be made answerable for the defects which exist. 'The Bengal Muni- 
cipal Act has put upon the Municipal Commissioners an amount of official 
restraint which prevents them from acting independently and according to their 
own views of things municipal. The law makes it necessary for them to obtain 
the sanction of the Divisional Commissioner to every work which they think 
Ft to undertake in the interests of the ratepayers. And the officials in most 
cases find it proper to differ from the municipal authorities. ‘The Commissioner 


28. The Bangavasi, of the 2nd January, ih an article on local self- 


government, says that the class of people who 
wie self-government in this gre fond of self-government hope that : course 
of time the elective principle will be introduced 
in the legislatures of the country, and that the administration of the Empire 
will then be conducted by representative councils composed half’ of nominated 
rg and half of elected members. It is in their hope of attaining this 
i that these people render gratis service to the local self-government 
“ > here is another class of people who serve on the District and Local 
Hoards, whose object in rendering such service is to obtain public respect. 
- - two classes of people suffer every trouble and indignity with patience 
bade er to attain their respective objects. The self-government bodies in the 
“‘* ny) therefore, do not contain men who value their own mental peace and 
: PP man above worldly glory and respect. And the Lieuteuant-Governor and 

oficials under him have now come to see what sort of people compose the 


istrict and the Local Boards. ‘The officials have come clearly to understand 


pectable pcrtion of the populati t anxi ) 

‘ ot ' population are not anxious to be returned 

aoe sel government bodies as the people’s representatives; and the Commis- 

rte i. the residency Division has expressed this view in so many clear words. 
ment has also come to see the corrupt practices which are resorted 


_ BANGAVASI, 


Jan, 2nd, 1892. 
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to for the purpose of getting votes from the lower classes of people. And it is 
therefore proposed to recast the elective system, and give greater importance 
to wealth. But in this country social position counts, and shall always count, 
higher than influence derived from the possession of wealth. And so the 
elective system, however remodelled, will never be consonant to the spirit of 
institutions in this country. ve 

Praxknitr, 29. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 2nd January, complains of 


Jan, 2nd, 1892. the practice resorted to by farmers of cattle-pounds 
Cattle-pound oppression in the 


i Dismond Harbour sub-division, Within the jurisdiction of the Diamond Harbour 


sub-division of holding out pecuniary inducement 
fF to people to bring cattle into the pounds even when not found trespassing. The 
iV is that the keepers have been known in some cases to levy 
exorbitant fines on cattle owners—five annas and a half or six annas per head 
of cattle—and asks the members of the Local Board to save the poor people 


Hi from this oppression. | 
ne SARaswaT PaTRA, 30. The Saraswat Patra, of the 2nd January, says that the Lieutenant- 
a 


Jan. 2nd, 1892. Governor is, on the whole, pleased with the Dacca 
The Resolution on the municipa- 


hities of Bengal Municipality. His Honour also hopes that the elec- 
si tive system will facilitate the progress of municipal 


1 work. From the reports of the District Officers, it will be seen that they are 


not much satisfied with the municipalities. But the Lieutenant-Governor, 
instead of relying chiefly on these reports, has personally examined the actual 
condition of the municipalities. The Resolution on the working of the Bengal 
municipalities is, to be sure , a proof of His Honour’s deep and keen insight into 


these matters. The municipalities would do well to act, as far as possible, upon 
His Honour’s wholesome advice. 


( f )— Questions affecting the land. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 31. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 22nd December, says that the proposed 


Dee, 22nd, 1891. : system of realizing the land revenue in two instal- 
Lint? question of the land revenue ments instead of four will prove convenient to those 

, zemindars who realize rent from their tenants in 

two instalments. Ryots cannot everywhere pay the four instalments as they 

fall due, and zemindars have often to borrow money to pay the Government 


revenue, 
Runcrorr Dik Pra- 32. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 24th December, is alarmed to hear that 
KASH, ; : ‘ 
Dec, 24th, 1891. is ee es the Lieutenant-Governor has proposed that hence 


forth the Government revenue should be paid in two 
instalments instead of four. Those who have any personal experience of the 


matter can understand how very difficult it will be for zemindars and talukdars to 
pay the revenue in two instalments. In these hard times it is difficult to realize 
‘ rent from the tenants even in four instalments, and it will be simply impossible for 
them to pay rent in two instalments, And if rent is not realised from the 
tenants, many of the zemindars will find considerable difficulty in paying 
Government revenue, and the properties of many others will be sold for default 
of payment. By realising the revenue in two instalments, the Government will 
in no way be a gainer and will only add to the troubles of both tenant and 


zemindar. If the wise Lieutenant-Governor only sees this, His Honour will not 
it 18s sure introduce the proposed charge. 


(9 )—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


mitiiiiiatinns 33, The Charuvarta, of the 28th December, says that the Khitcha bridge 
Dec. 28th, 1891, Le Ne the Netrokona sub-division of the Mymensingh 
pe Met CT sCistrict, which has only recently been constructed 


at a cost of some fourteen or fifteen thousand 
rupees, has already got a crack, The authorities ought to enquire into the 


defect which has caused this crack. A similar crack occurred in the Kalia 


Chapra bridge, and the matter was investigated by the Inspector of Local Works, 
but the result of the enquiry has not yet been published. 


( 43 ) 
34, The Hindi Bangavast, of the 28th December, says that it has been 


found on et | that the station-master of Sat- 

The collision on the Multan dara is responsible for the collision that recently 

line. took place on the Multan line between that station 

and Okara. A station-master who receives 2 salary of only 25 rupees should 
t be entrusted with work affecting the public safety. 

e 35. The Uluberia Darpan, of the 28th December, complains that the road 

near the Banspati khal has been closed under the 

The road near the Banspati orders of Mr. Beotlend. the Executive Engineer of 

khal in the Uluberia sub-division the Cossye Division, to the great inconvenience of 

nrnmencanamanel the public. On the matter having been represented 


to Mr. Fiddian, the District Magistrate, the latter has decided that a new road 


chould be constructed. which shall pass round the Criminal Court and behind the 


HIND! BaNGAVASI, 
Dec. 28th, 1891. 


ULUBERIA DaRPAN, 
Dec, 28th, 1891. 


Sub.divisional Officer’s bungalow. But the writer would like to know whether . 


the Engineer or the Government will bear the cost of constructing the new road. 
If the Government is to bear the cost, should not the point be considered 
whether the construction of the proposed road will be likely to benefit it or not ? 
The writer draws the attention of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to the 
subject, and hopes that Sir Charles Elliott, who, ever since his accession to the 
Lieutenant-Governorship, has evinced a desire to see everything for himself 
and a regard for the interests of even private individuals will not allow this 
scheme of a new road, prejudicial as it is to the public interest, to be carried 
into effect. 
- 36. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 29th December, approves of the resolu- 
tion of the East Indian Railway authorities to place 

Female carriages on the East the carriage for female passengers near the engine, 
es but says that care should be taken that the carriage 
may stop alongside the platform and not beyond it, as often happens now, in 
order that female passengers may not be put to any inconvenience in ascending 
and alighting. The writer also points out that native female passengers 
alway travel under a male escort, and suggests that as the latter may not like 
to be at an inconvenient distance from the former, there should be a third class 
and an intermediate class carriage near the female carriage. A trustworthy 
railway official should also be present in order to see that only passengers 
having female companions are allowed to enter those carriages. 

387. The same paper makes the following suggestions for the improvement of 

Intermediate class carriages on the intermediate class carriages of the East Indian 
the East Indian Railway line. Railway :-— 


(1) All intermediate class carriages should be provided with cushioned 
seats. 


(2) A water-closet should be attached to every intermediate class 
carriage. | 
(3) Steps should be taken to prevent holders of third class tickets 
knowingly and wilfully getting into intermediate class carriages 
i the great inconvenience of persons paying intermediate class 
ares. 
In order toremedy this state of things, the Railway Company should employ 
a few additional ticket inspectors, and should further arrange that tickets ma 
ot be examined at the same station always, but at different stations at different 
Imes, 
The Company ought not to grudge the little expenditure which this pro- 


" es involve if it 1s to save itself from the possibility of an extensive system 
rauds, 


38. <A correspondent of the Sudhakar, of the 1st Januar , who was latel 


travelling by the Eastern Bengal State Railway, 


transport of rail me says that though an intermediate class ticket from 
cee eee Sealdah to the Bahar station was sold to him at 


Sealdah, yet on arriving at Goalundo he found no accommodation for interme- 
“7 Class passengers either on the railway steamer or in the steamer of the 
a General Steam Navigation Company. Why, then, are through interme- 
— tickets to the Buhar station sold? Thisis downright cheating. It is 
Ap y & wonder that the Railway authorities are not ashamed of such conduct. 
econd class passenger found no cabin accommodation on the Company’s 


The Padma Steamers for the 


BORDWAN SaN)Ivanl, 
Dec, 2th, 1891. 
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( 44 ) 


steamer for his wife, who was travelling with him and would have been greatly 


inconvenienced if the serang of the steamer had not kindly enclosed a space {or 
the lady. 


39. Referring to the incident which occurred at the Pipra station on the 
Tirhoot State Railway on the 7th December last, 
between a Nepalese Colonel and two Europeans, 
the Bangavasi, of the 2nd January, says that great 
credit is due to the Nepalese Colonel for bearing with patience the injury which 
was done him. He is himself a military man, and he had with him an escort 
of some twenty soldiers, so if he had liked he could have hacked the two 
Europeans to pieces on the spot. It is very probable that the Colonel has not 
even sought redress in a Court of Justice. If so, it means that he is a noble- 
minded man. Wise men never take to heart the actions of mean people. 


40. Referring to the report published in the papers that Colonel Gambhir 

dn Cansbiets Blan teatheet and Sing of the Nepal army was grossly insulted by 
the Tirhoot planters. SS*=<«é«sS OME ~ European planters while travelling on the 
Tirhoot State Railway, the Dainik-o-Samachar 

Chandrika, of the 7th January, remarks that the Colonel has acted wisely in 
not resenting the insult. ‘The Colonel knew very well that it was not safe for 
the Chief of a Native State, for a member of the royal family, not to speak of 
a mere officer of the army, to lay hands onacommon Englishman, and he there- 
fore refrained from avenging the insult. But the Government ouglit to take 


notice of the incident and teach the offending planters a lesson. It will not be 
difficult to find out the culprits. 


The writer also asks whether itis not the duty of those among the planters 
who are real gentlemen to try to wipe off the disgrace that has attached to the 
entire body. Isit the object of the Behar Planters’ Association merely to 
protect the commercial interests of the planters and is it not equally its duty 
to punish those who bring disgrace on the entire planter community ? 


Nor should the railway officials be indifferent in the matter. It is not 


desirable that they should be partial to their own countrymen in the matter 
which so nearly affects the national honour, 


The incident at the Pipra station 
on the Tirhoot State Railway. 


(h)— General. 


41. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 22nd December, says that in the olden 
days inspection by the rulers was inspection in the 
truest sense of the word. The rulers in those 
ancient days desired in their inmost hearts to know the grievances of their 
subjects and they would know those grievances either through trustworth 

agents or by travelling in very common guise and freely mixing with their 
people in the field, in the market, and in their homes. ‘Those old rulers never 
published programmes of their tours three months before they went out, and 
were little anxious to obtain ovations from the people. When they received 
any hint from their people about the existence of a grievance, they tried their 


best to find out its cause, and they rested not till they had completely removed 
it. 


Tours by Governors. 


But inspection in these days is mere parade and ostentation. Programmes 
of tours are published beforehand. The places to be visited by a Governor 
are cleansed and decorated with leaves and flowers at the order of the local 
authorities. ‘Triumphal arches are also erected and arrangements are made for 
balls and feasts for the entertainment of the Governor. The members of the 
local municipality appear before the Governor richly dressed, and present him 
with an address, The Governor concludes from the outward splendour of the 
place as well as from the address that the people are very happy and addresses 
the Municipal Commissioners in complimentary terms. But it is deemed no 


part of an inspection to enquire into such things as that fifteen-sixteenths of 


the people live in great distress and can hardly afford themselves one coarse 
meal in the day. 


So far as the great body of the people are concerned, no good 
can be hoped for from such tours. On the contrary, these tours aggravate the 


sufferings of the people by leading to a waste of the money which is, as it were, 
their very hearts’ blood. 


ra 


[ey 


ayogi. of the 26th December, is glad to find that, at the request 
——— of the people of Barrisal, Dr. Kunja Lal Sanyal, who 
Transfer of Dr. Kunja = was performing the duties of Civil Surgeon at that 
Sanyal, Civil Surgeon of Barrisal. place, has been transferred to Br Hayne ' the 
' ‘aces. Government has done well in making this transfer, for in 
Lexcorply report has gone against Kunja Babu on all sides. 
28 13. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 29th December, is not at all glad to 
* find Sir Charles Elliott already giving. proofs of his 
The dress of the Secretariat )\+, of novelty. The public will not admire him 
— for his reversing the policy and acts of his prede- 
cessors. None among the former Lieutenant-Governors were particular about 
the dress of the clerks in the Bengal Secretariat. But Sir Charles Elliott, for 
roasons best known to himself, wishes them to wear uniform. The gratifica- 


tion by the Lieutenant-Governor of this whim of his is sure to call forth 
ceneral condemnation, 


44, The same paper cannot approve of the decision of the Lieutenant- 


, Governor that births and deaths should be hence- 
| 5 gt ee births and deaths foward registered by the police. Police officers 
a are everywhere known to oppress people, and no 
one wishes to come near a police officer if he can help it. ‘The work was 
formerly in the hands of the police and proved a great source of oppression 
of the poor. The very name of the police has, for this reason, become a terror 
to all. 


45. The Sahachar, of the 30th December, has the following :— 
Those who have no permanent interest in this country are not the proper 


: men to become volunteers. en who are birds of 

The volunteering question. ~—_—__ passage in this country are not the men who will 
fight for it without pay. Will European and Eurasian volunteers show the 
alacrity to repel the Russians from the banks of the Indus which German 
volunteers show in repelling a foreign enemy from the banks of their Rhine? 
Gratuitous military service is only to be looked for from patriots, from the 
Indians, that is, who will have their own homes and wives and children to 
defend. European and Eurasian volunteers will, of course, be able to do service 
on the occasion of riots like those of Benares and Shambazar. But that will be 
no highor service than shvotiny down dogs. 

The one reply which Government has all along given to the prayer of the 
natives for the volunteering right is that it will have no objection to their 
enrolment as volunteers if European volunteers agree to admit them in their 
ranks, But this is not only repelling the Indians but repelling them with an 
insult, In what other country, nay, in what other British possession, are the 
members of one community made to depend upon the favour of those of 
unother ? As often as this question of the admission of natives into the existing 
volunteer corps has been raised, so often have those volunteers objected to the 

admission, for no other earthly reason than that they are natives. Natives can 
pees sepoys and police officers, Europeans can partake with great relish of 
c oe provided by native hosts. But natives are bad when they want to be 
rossnhoers. It would be better for Government to say explicitly :—“ We do 
“a ag you.” Government often says that the foundations of the British 
a . - — rest on the loyalty of the Indians. But when the Indians 
a Ga ° yd bs . yalty by their acts they are put off with lame excuses. It 
i Ra or the Dacca weaver to turn the daughter’s son out of door 
5 the instrumentality of the son’s son. 
one of the obje 


ctions that have up to this time been urged against the 


enr © e 
P olment of natives as volunteers can be deemed valid. Government has a 
permanent interes 


reject the comers tin the country. Lord Lawnsdowne will therefore do well to 


ar ls of narrow-minded men without any permanent interest in the 


| ussia Comes t i : 
of an invasion of th 42 = that the whole of India will oppose her in the case 


ee: ry, she will think long before she makes the attempt. 
‘olunteers at oe ae all the people in the country should be made 


reco d wi ° : 
hs tacie native volunteer A mmend with the Indian Daily News that for 
ay, 


er corps should be formed in Calcutta, Madras, and 
Only thes Let high qualifications be required for admission into those corps. 
© qualifications should not be higher than those required of Europeans, 
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for to require higher qualifications would be partiality. The Bengalis are calleg 
cowards, and the Indian Daily News, by way of proof, points to the fact that 
not one Bengali is to be found in the army. But how can one expect to find 
Bengalis in the army for seven rupees a month? Let Bengalis be given a trial, 
and they will not be behind any in rushing to battle. General Harris, however, 
occupied Seringapatam with the help of Bengali troops. 

46. The same paper says that the Sanitary Commissioner and the Distriet 

See 7 Magistrates find fault with the — for 
—a— of births and furnishing inaccurate statements of births and 


deaths without duly a the difficulties of 
the task. Sir Charles Elliott has therefore done a really good thing by transfer. 
ring the work to the police. 


47. The Samay, of the Ist January, referring to the petition recently sent 


| ) to Government by some Bengalis for enrolment a; 
The volunteering question. 
volunteers, says :— 


The Government, in admitting Bengalis to the privilege asked for, will 
only act in furtherance of the noble policy of high education which it has 
voluntarily initiated in this country. 

The real empire of the British in India will not be established until the 
Government allows regiments of Indian soldiers to be formed in lieu of the 
foreign mercenari¢s who at present compose the army. Nor will there be any 
real improvement of the country unless Indian school-boys receive some sort of 
military training in addition to the literary education which is now imparted 
to them. In the absence of military training Indian boys will be wanting in 
self-respect from a sense of their helplessness and inability to defend themselves 
in time of danger. 

One of the reasons why the native Indian army is not so zealous in the 
performance of its duty is that the members of the army serve the Government 
only for livelihood and not from any higher consideration. If, in the event 
of a Russian invasion, the sepoy were to go without pay in consequence of 
a possible embarrassed state of the finances, would he, in fighting for the 
Government, show anything like the zeal and eagerness which he does now that 
he is regularly and well paid? Surely not. The British Government ought 
to have learnt this lesson from the late Sepoy Mutiny. In conclusion, the wniter 
hopes that His Excellency the Governor-General in Couucil will accede to this 


reasonable prayer of the natives of Bengal, and thus leave behind him a name 
which shall never be forgotten. 


48. The Sanjivani, of the 2nd January, has the 
The volunteering question. following a J 

The Indian Daily News says that those who have much valuable property 
in the country ought first of all to be enlisted as volunteers, meaning 
thereby the Anglo-Indian merchant community. But do Anglo-Indian merchants 
want to enlist themselves as volunteers simply because their properties will be at 
stake in times of danger? Have they no end to gain in connection with the 
income-tax by such enlistment? If the property plea is put forward, who 
but the natives themselves can have the first claim to be enlisted as volunteers: 
In a time of danger the Anglo-Indian may pack up his all and get on board 
a ship and bid the waged good-bye, but where will natives go for rotection ’ 
The Anglo-Indian has only his property to look after, but the native must think 
not only of his aga f but also of his life, education, enlightenment, of, in fact, 
everything he has, which will remain to him or not according as he will be 
able or unable to protect them in time of danger. Does it need asking, then, 

whether it is necessary for the natives to be enlisted as volunteers ? 
49. The Bangavasi, of the 2nd January, says that during his recent tour the 


—— me Lieutenant-Governor saw in several places that cows 
dnaeehcnends B an = were being slaughtered in 2 places, and maby 
slaughter enclosures were so low that the slaughte 


could be seen by anybody and everybody. His Honour has therefore - ered 
that slau sgl grounds should in all cases be enclosed by high walls. 
Honour also wants to make it a rule that cows should not in any case be 
slaughtered outside such enclosures. The Lieutenant-Governor will, no doubt, 
win the golden opinion of all classes of people if he can reduce his intentiovs— 
which are calculated not to give offence to beef-eating people—to practice. 
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. ‘no to the order of the Government of Bengal making over 

ap cuits charge of the registration of births and deaths to 

The new arrangement for regis- the town police, and directing the municipalities to 

tration of births and deaths. devote the saving which will be thus made to the 
romotion of primary education, the same paper says that the public have 


two things to fear in this arrangement—first, police oppression, and second, 


, from the promotion of primary education. That police 
pee an fences cmaeiies no sanainisici ia admits of no doubt. 
yoy regards the extension of primary education, it need only be borne in mind 
that by receiving this education the son of the cultivator has left his plough 
and is taking to the clerk’s desk in order to understand that the encourage- 
ment of primary education will only serve to encourage this vicious propensity 
among the lower classes of people and thereby to increase the country’s 
ats | A correspondent of the same paper writing from Basiragram in 
Vikrampore in the Dacca district says that there 
A postal complaint from the being only one peon for the distribution of letters, 
——" &c., for several villages in this part, people feel 
great inconvenience in this matter. The income of the post-office here being 
enough to entertain two peons, the villagers submitted several petitions to the 
Deputy Postmaster-General for the appointment of an additional peon, but 
without any effect. ee 
52. The Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd J nage says that Mr. Beighton, 
Judge of Dacca, will shortly visit Kaligunj to 
Extension of the jurisdiction of decide whether certain places now within the juris- 
Naraingun tn the Dacca disivics diction of Kaligunj should be included within 
the jurisdiction of Naraingunj. The writer thinks that it will be to the advan- 
tage of the public if the jurisdiction of Naraingunj be extended considerably in 
the north-eastern direction. 


I1I.—LE&EGISLATIVE. 


53. The Sahachar, of the 30th December, believes that Dr. Rash Bihari 
Ghosh will increase his country’s glory by his ser- 
aft J an Bdger ond Ge me vices as a member of the Viceregal Legislative 
Legislative Council. = ~—-—s« Council, and is glad that Sir John Edgar has been 
appointed a member of that Council. | 
\4. The Darussaitanat and Urdu Guide, of the 1st January, referring to 
es the petition submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor 
: by the people of Rani in the Lalpore and Rajghat 
thanas in the Rajshahye district for the shooting down of a tiger which is com- 
mitting great ravages there, says that to say nothing of tigers, people will have 
now, thanks to the Arms Act, to apply to Government for putting a stop to the 
ravages of jackals! The Arms Act was passed simply because there was a 
rebellion in 1857. Though the people have since humbly submitted to Govern- 
ment, still the Arms Act has been passed. If Government has disarmed the 
people with a view of preventing affrays among them, consistency requires that 
they should not be allowed to keep even clubs. 
09. The Samay, of the lst January, commenting on the elevation of 
Dr. Rash Bihari Ghosh inthe -D:. @8h Bihari Ghosh to a seat in the Supreme 
Supreme Legislative Council and Legislative Council says that the Viceroy has acted 
Ben py oad ag ath Mitterin the ‘wisely in making the appointment. 
Ihe writer has no doubt that Dr, Rash Bihari 
will be a worthy successor of Sir Romesh Chunder in the Viceregal Council. _ 
‘ The writer adds that Dr. Trailokya Nath Mitter is worthy of a seat in 
the Bengal Legislative Council. | 
06. The Hitavadi, of the 2nd January, age | to the elevation of 
li Sir John Edgar to a seat in the Supreme Legislative 
Legislative Courel] ee” = Council, says that Sir John fully deserves the high 
honour conferred on him. 
97. The same paper is glad nets yo Set, Dr. a“ Behari Ghosh has been 
bei til tein appointed an itional member of the Supreme 
Supreme Leena Ghosh in the Legislative Council, in the room of Sir Sacah 
Chunder Mitter. The writer has every confidence 
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in Dr. Rash Bihari, and hopes that he will be a worthy successor of men like th 
late Kristo Das Pal, Rao Sahib Biswanath Mandalik, and Sir Romesh Chunde; 


Mitter, who successively held the high post with credit to themselves and honoy, | 


to their country. 


58. The same paper also approves of the appointment of Dr. Trailoky, 
Nath Mitter as a member of the Bengal Legislatiy, 


Dr. Trailokya Nath Mitter in QCoyncil, vice Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh. 


the Bengal Council. : 


59. The Sanjivani, of the 2nd January, has the following remarks on the 


appointment of Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh to the Vice. 


Dr. Rash Bihari Ghosh in the yegal Legislative Council :— 


Viceregal Legislative Council. 


Dr. Ghosh’s education, high mental attainments and position in the bar, 
make him quite worthy of the seat that has been given him in the Viceroy’ 
Legislative Council. There can be no doubt as to the Doctor’s ability which 
has been already proved in the Bengal Council. 

It is a matter of great congratulation to the masses that it has at last fallen 
to their lot to have a real representative of theirs in their Supreme Legislative 
Council. Dr. Ghosh will be of course greatly hampered by the constitution of 
the Council in fully discharging his duties to his country ; but considering that he 
is a man of the mofussil, and that by his recent visit to England he has put him- 
self in a. position to compare the conditions of the masses in that country and in 
India, it may be expected that his services as a member of the Council will be 
of great value to the Indian masses. People expect him to represent them 
truly in the Viceroy’s Legislative Council. : 

60. The Gramvasi, of the 4th January, is exceedingly glad to learn that 


Dr. Trailokya Nath Mitra, the well known pleader 
of the Calcutta High Court, has been appointed 
a member of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
61. Referring to the fourth marriage of the Maharaja of Jeypore, which 
was recently celebrated with great éclat, the Dainik- 
o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 4th January, asks 
whether, in the matter of polygamy, His Excel- 
lency the Governor-General will be disposed to quote the authority and 
me of this Maharaja as he quoted his authority in support of the Consent 
ill, 
62. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 5th January, complains of 


the curtailment of the powers of the panchayat, 
and says that the panchayet will no longer have 
any control over chowkidars, the power being now lodged in the hands of the 
va The chowkidars who are already disobedient will be rendered still 
more disobedient and will learn to defy the villagers. ‘Thus the people who in 
reality pay the chowkidars will have no control over them. Even the Pioneer 
is obliged to condemn this arrangement, It seems to the writer that the object 
of the present Government is to make the chowkidars wholly independent 
of the village population. Sir Rivers Thompson paid some regard to public 
opinion, and will Sir Charles Elliott wholly disregard it? 


The writer agrees with the Pioneer in thinking that when the new Chowki- 
dari Bill will be introduced in the Bengal Council the non-official members will 
opppose it, but on the occasion of the Calcutta Municipal Bill the views of the 
native non-official members, of even men like Dr. Gurudas Banerji and 
Babu Kali Nath Mitter, were treated with contempt. And who knows that the 
official advisers of Sir Charles Elliott will not similarly treat the native non- 


official members on the present occasion? The writer believes the days of the 


panchayat system to be numbered, and that that system has long been in a 
moribund condition and will now finally cease to exist. 


Dr. Trailokya Nath Mitter in 
the Bengal Council. 


The Consent Bill and the Maha- 
raja of Jeypore. 


The proposed Chowkidari law. 


1V.—NATIVE STATEs. 


63. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 28th Decem 
ber, says that a Mussulman instead of an English 


manager should be appointed for the Mussulman 


A Musesulman manager for the 
Rampore State. 


State of Rampore. 
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64. The Sahachor, of the 30th December, says that the prosecution of 
Jacob was an error on the part of the Nizam. It 
should be borne in mind that Neo eg accusation 

atap Singh, though not a true accusation, was that he had em tied 
Ee vere treasury. And does not the expenditure of 46 lakhs of renedh for 
4 single diamond show utter disregard of economy? ‘The Nizam has admitted 
‘1 his own deposition that he takes money from the State when he has none in 
his private treasury. But he ought to know that the Queen herself cannot do 
this, Jacob has stated in self-defence that the Nizam at first declined to 
purchase the diamond in deference to the protests of the Resident, but that he 
afterwards secretly sent word through the Superintendent of the Toshakhana, 
Abid, that he was ready to purchase the diamond for 40 lakhs of rupees. This 
found credence with the English jury, and has probably also found credence 
with Government and the English community in general. There was this 
lavish expenditure in spite of the existence of distress in Hyderabad. The 
Nizam’s Law Courts should be reformed. ‘There is a popular impression that 
most of his officers are corrupt. The Prime Minister and the backbone of the 
State, Sir Ashman J ah, dislikes the Hindus. He dislikes them in the hope of 
pleasing the Foreign Office. But his dislike of the Hindus will prove a 
weapon against himself. 

God grant that the Nizam’s power may ever remain intact. But there are 
sions (of which Mr. Plowden’s arrival in‘Hyderabad is the chief) to show that 
the scene that has been already enacted in Cashmere will soon be re-enacted in 
Hyderabad. The Nizam is himsolf furnishing ground for his own conviction. 
He should not allow a man of Abid’s character to remain nearhim. Many rulers 
have lost their States for the faults of such attendants. It is for attendants 


of this type that Don Pedro was exiled the other day from Brazil. The Nizam 
should beware. 


The Nizam. . 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


65. The Bangavasi, of the 2nd January, has learnt from Tehatta, in 
ore - oo sub-division of the Burdwan district, that 
ry Si the failure of the crops is causing great distress to 

the peasantry. In other years the soil yielded an 


abundant crop of potato, but that crop too has failed this year for want of rain. 
Rice is selling at five seers per rupee. : 


66. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 7th January, has a long 


His Gheeus callack te Seed, article headed “ The gloomy outlook in Bengal,” in 
the course of which the writer says that he cannot 


agree with Mr. Finucane, the Director of Agriculture, that the cultivators of this 


country are able to lay by a store of provisions for the ensuing year. The 


writer thinks that the surplus which is left after payi : 
whi paying the rent of the zemin- 
~ and the dues of the mahajan is barely sufficient for the requirements of the 
. tivator himself and his family, and that if anything is left after his own con- 
mentee, it is taken away by the exporter of corn. The writer therefore 
mapa the idea that it is possible for the cultivator to save much. The writer 
a ae oe agree with Mr. Finucane that those engaged in collecting informa- 
soloed a ing the state. and prospects of the crops generally under-estimate 
wy bs a the outturn. But the writer believes that official 
re drawn up in- j iri 
prospect Paved up in a different spirit altogether, and the state and 
nate PY por The writer has not come across a single instance in which this was 
pes gee that there are many reasons why official crop reports are exag- 
willing 4 mi © SUERGATS, the talukdars, and the farmers are neither of them 
ry mit the condition of the people to be unsatisfactory. The Goyern- 


: 00, owing to the intimate connection which exists between the condition 


of the ‘ ses ? 
ae pee Rise: their ability to pay tax and revenue, is only too willing to 


ie rourable estimate on the point and to declare the prospects 

nie bedies Peer sont Such being the invariable experience of the aga 

on the point ee crop reports, he is unable to accept the opinion of Mr. Finucane 

slates snd 3, uteven Mr. Finucane has been obliged to sound a note of 
0 express fear. The writer hopes that, His Honour will try to. 


shown in these reports more favourably than is justi-. 


SaHACHAR, 
Dec, 30th, 1891. 


BANGAVASI, 
Jan. 2nd, 1892. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Jan. 7th, 1892. 
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SaBarYoa!, 
Dec. 19th, 1891. 


BURDWAN SanJIvanNt, 
Dec. 22nd, 1891. 


a4 


ascertain the truth and prove himself equal to the emergency. He can testify 
from his own experience that Collectors and Commissioners generally in gu¢ 
cases try at first to make light of the danger and make reports in a spirit of hop 
and encouragement, and therefore warns the Lieutenant-Governor againg 
placing reliauce on their statements, To be forewarned is to be forearmed:— 
it will be a matter of great regret if the danger comes and finds His Honoy 
—— say 

or should the people of this country themselves be indifferent. The 
writer observes that it is of far more importance to take steps to avert the impend. 
ing famine than to hold meetings of the Congress. The associations that have 
lately sprung into existence are many, and the meetings that have been recent] 
held for the election of Congress delegates were well-attended and called forth a 
good deal of public interest. But will no one come forward now in the hour of 
action? Is it not unreasonable to expect the Local and District Boards to do 
everything, the bulk of the people standing aloof ? 

The writer appeals to all the leading native associations of Calcutta to bestir 
themselves in the matter, and adds that even the Anglo-Indian associations 
should not be indifferent, as a calamity affecting the whole country will affect 
Anglo-Indians in common with the other classes of the population. 


VI.—MIscEeLLANEOUS. 


67. The Sahayogt, of the 19th December, says that of all the districts in § 
the Dacca Division, Backergunj shows the highest 
mortality. The rates of mortally per thousand in 
the different districts in the Dacca Division are as follow :— 

Mymensingh - 20°86 

Dacca 22°97 

Furreedpore ves 27°33 

Backergun] se wo 32°27 


A comparison of the statements of mortality for different years shows that 
mortality is gradually increasing. During the last five years the average rate 
of mortality has been 28°15 per thousand. The writer is also sure that attacks 
of disease have also become more numerous in Backergunj. . 

Government is requested to appoint an officer possessing sanitary knowledge 
and experience to enquire into the causes of this heavy mortality in Backergunj. 
Some think that it is due to obstruction of drainage caused by the many i 
that have been constructed by the District Board. This view ought to be 
examined. 

Tanks for the supply of good drinking water ought to be excavated in 
places where there is want of good drinking water, and means should be adopted 
to prevent the fouling of the water of those tanks, And people may be con- 

olted, as an alternative measure, to drink water filtered in the native fashion. 
The beels, whose water becomes foul on account of stagnation, should be con- 
nected with flowing streams by means of khals. Such connection is indispensable 
in the north-western portion of the Gaurnadi thana. 

The District Board has power under the Self-Government Act to establish 
charitable dispensaries, and it is hoped that it will relieve suffering and prevent 
death by establishing such dispensaries in the most unhealthy localities. The 
District Board’s money could not be better spent than in saving the people 
from death. 

68. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 22nd December, has the following :— 

Christmas is a festive occasion for the Englishman just as the Durga Puja is 
a festive occasion for the Hindu, As we Hindus are 
anxious at the time of the Durga Puja to present 
our better halves with new clothes and new ornaments, so the Englishman 3 
eager on the occasion of his Christmas to furnish his Mem Saheb with a new 
gown and a new pair of earrings. The outward splendour is the same in both 
cases ; but there 1s this difference between the two celebrations, that while the 
Hindu delights in fasting, the Englishman delights in eating ; while the Hinda 
delights in giving away, the Englishman delights in taking; while the Hindu 
delights in country plantains, the Englishman delights in Martaban plantains; 
while the Hindu is pleased with Batavian lemon, the Englishman is_ pl 
with nothing less than the orange; while the Hindu finds great gratification 


Mortality in Backergunj. 


Christmas and the Durga Puja. 
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-ontnoe mother Durga, with various things collected by him and making 
" .. TT ahmins, the Saslshwen finds great pridtieation ta presenting his 
Mem Sahib and other _o with various things, The Hindu fasts for the 
urpose of worshipping his goddess, but the Englishman drinks himself out 
a his senses, oad crams his stomach with rage in order to worship 
Jesus in rapture. If we think rightly, it is in the case of the English- 
man that the occasion is a purely festive one. The Englishman has learnt 
how to enjoy himself on festive occasions. This 1s why many among us have 
begun to celebrate a native Christmas in an English fashion. Many Bengalis 
have learnt how to revel in wine, the ambrosia, which is the source of every 
delight, That is why we find on the occasion of the Durga Puja music and 
dancing and other amusements in fashion with Englishmen. 


69. A correspondent of the same paper says that Mr. Williams, Magistrate Boapwaw Saxsrvamr, 


of Burdwan, inspected the municipal office, the high 
Mr. Williams, Magistrate of school, the pathsalas, the roads, the drains, the foul 
Bardwan, on tous. drains, and the corn-field of Dainhat in the Cutwa 
sub-division of the Burdwan district, from 7 4.M, to 7 P.M. without resting for 
one moment. He calmly and patiently considered petitions, pointing out 
grievances, and walked eight miles through woods and over fields in the company 
of the people. He gave advice to the Commissioners about the drainage system 
and the cleansing of foul tanks. Everybody was extremely pleased with his ability 
and affability. Mr. Williams is, in the opinion of the correspondent, an exemp- 
lary Magistrate, and there is great probability of the people enjoying peace and. 
happiness under him. The correspondent prays that Mr. Williams may long 
continue as Magistrate of Burdwan. 
70. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 29th December, gives an account of a 


A dcoat Netengunge ia Burdwen. SC Burdwan, and says that although three Muni- 

cipal Commissioners and several police officers were 

present on the spot, not one of them rendered any assistance in putting down 
the fire. 

The writer did not see any officer of the municipality or any Commissioner 
of the ward at the time of the occurrence ; but when the fire re f done. its work, 
two empty water-carts and a municipal peon made their appearance. And the 
Municipal Sub-Engineer, with several coolies, was the last person to arrive at 
the spot. The fire, however, could not do much injury owing to the exertions 
of a few Mussulman youths and other persons who were present. 

71. The Navayuga, of the 3lst December, says that it is much to be 


i, ee nk Os tee & doubted whether the English Government ever 
Russia. shows the same alacrity and anxiety to relieve 
: distress that the Czar is now showing to relieve 
distress in Russia. The Czar has not held this year the splendid State feast 
which is held every year in Russia on the 7th December, and he has appropriated 
the saving thus made to the relief of distress. He also proposes to employ eight 


lakhs of famine-stricken people m relief works and to raise six millions dollars 
by a State lottery. | 


72. The same paper says that money, if properly employed, may be the 
Silla eats means of doing infinite good to humanity, and as 
’ a matter of fact rich men in this country, both 
= er the Hindu and the Mussulman rule, did great good to their countrymen. 
: e stately temples on both sides of the Ganges, the tanks for the refreshment 
; travellers, and the trees for affording them shade and shelter, good roads and 
. Owments for the maintenance of professors of learning, and for feeding 
: Spars at places of pilgrimage—all these bear witness to the munificence o 
ative Rajas and zemindars in olden times. | : 
JOON i w:th the spread of English education and English civilisation in this 
aa th a change has come over the spirit of the native zemindars, and they 
wii egun to pend money on very different objects. Their vast wealth is no 
a ~ employed inthe worship of the gods, in donations to Brahmins, in doin 
sang Society, and in relieving the sufferings of the poor. Their accumula 
am te . nt for the entertainment of Englishmen and in English shops 
net iS ish hotels, Asa public woman spends money with a free hand in order 
ae a off in artificial charms, so the zemindar of these days spends 
y ‘ke water to get afalse name. A zemindar will not spend a single 
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rupee whenever a life can be saved by spending it, but he will not hesitate to 
spend thirty lakhs of rupees to become Roy Bahadur. How can any good to 
the country or to society be expected from the zemindars under these circum- 
stances ? 

There are certainly exceptions to this rule. There are even now one or 
two zemindars who have their countrymen’s welfare at heart and who feel 
great delight in relieving their countrymen’s distress. But it 1s said, it is not 
known whether rightly or wrongly, that zemindars of this type incur the 
deep displeasure of the English Government. This is much to be regretted if 
true. 

The Maharaja of Durbhunga contributed Rs. 10,000 in aid of Sriman 
Swami’s movement for the protection of cows, and supported the Congress in a 
speech, and for this he is said to have been grossly insulted on the occasion 
of the reception of Prince Albert Victor. Raja Peary Mohun Mukharjee and 
Raja Sasisekhareswar Roy fought hard for the country in the Consent Bill agita. 
tion. And Raja Peary Mohun was threatened with a prosecution at the time of 
the Bangabasi case. ‘The writer has been reliably informed that since the 
Consent Bill agitation Raja Sasisekhareswar has lost all his cases in the Raj- 
shahye Court in spite of strong chances of victory. One is disinclined to think 
so meanly of the nobleminded English people. But the ways of politics are 
inscrutable. Allthisis much to be regretted, if true. Government’s displeasure 
is a source of danger to the zemindars who own landed properties, and must 
naturally seek honour. With Government to please on one side and their 
countrymen to please on the other, their situation must be very uncomfortable 
indeed. 

Navarvca, 73. The same paper says that cow-slaughter is daily increasing in this 
Dec Slst, 1891. Gow.slanghter under Mussul. country. Cow-slaughter has become a hundred 
man and English rule and its pre- times greater under English than it was under 
saeco Mussulman rule. Under the Mussulman rule cow- 
slaughter was an occasional occurrence; under the English rule it is an every- 
day occurrence, Under the Mussulman rule it was not a regular or organised 
ractice ; under the English rule it has become a «de mage practice. 
Under the English rule, laws have been made regulating cow-slaughter. 
Slaughter-houses are to be found in every municipality, and the place and the 
hour have been fixed for the slaughter of cows and for the sale of their flesh, 
Butchers take out licenses from municipalities and slaughter hundreds of cows. 
Even when Moslem dominion was at its zenith, and all India had accented with 
bent heads Moslem sovereignty, cow-slaughter was not so prevalent as it is in 
these days, and was not an organised practice. Itis even said that the great 
Akbar passed rigorous orders against cow-slaughter. 

It is easy to see that this extensive cow-slaughter is doing great mischief to 
the country. Milk was at one time a chief food in this country. But it has 
now become scarce in Calcutta, and it 1s daily becoming more scarce in the 
mofussil. And if cow-slaughter continues unchecked for ten years more, milk 
will become scarce all over India. This cow-slaughter is also injurious to 
agriculture ; for the butchers, the disgrace of the human race, kill not only cows, 
but bullocks as well. 

So far as the writer can understand the policy of the English Government 
in this matter, he is sure that no help can be looked for from that Government 
in this matter. It is the cardinal policy of that Government to perpetuate the 
difference between Hindus and Mussulmans. by maintaining cow-slaughter. 
The Indians must, therefore, depend upon their own efforts to abolish this cruel 
and horrid practice. The writer does not believe that cow-slaughter will at any 
time be wholly abolished from this country. But by proper effort it may be 
diminished. It is the native milkmen who sell to the butchers the cows which 
the butchers kill. Let the leaders of native society and the pundits meet 
together and provide for the excommunication of the milkmen who will sell 

.... cows to the butchers. This question of cow-slaughter is a serious one, 
Navaytaa, 74. Acorrespondent of the same paper complains that cholera rages with 
Cholera at Sindrani inthe Bon- 8 cat violence at Sindrani. An assistant of the 
gong sub-division of the Jessore Worthy Sanitary Commissioner should be deputed 
district. to devise means for putting a stop to the rav 
of this disease. No good will be derived by entrusting the work to the police. 


an 
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75, The Banganvast, of the Ist January, has the following on the 
Congress :— ; oe 
The working of the Congress Though the gigantic tree of the Congress 1s daily 
movement. thriving with the help ay ra oro s and as 
tti ‘ust concluded, yet it must be said that we have no 
a mg gage fruit, taordinate hopes are generally followed 
a ointment, and the Congress, too, has disappointed us in many respects. 
It -. said that the Nagpore Congress is the last that will be held in India, and 
the next meeting of the Congress will take place in England. Preparations will 
be made from this time for a sitting of the Congress in the distant white island. 
But the Congress is in its infancy, and the writer thinks that it would not be 
roper to transport it so early, Many peopie are of opinion that its transport- 
ation will put an end to the career of the Congress. We have still many things 
- to achieve by the Congress. ‘The object of the movement has not yet been 
throughly understood by the people. Steps should, therefore, be taken to 
attract popular sympathy towards it. It is a pity that even the handful of 
Enclish-knowing people, who understand the object of the Congress, are not 
inanimous as to the beneficial character of themovement. Some of these people 
are its staunch supporters, while others oppose it with all their might. What 
| good can then be expected of the Congress when there is such strong party- 
feeling even among the few people who understand what it is? 

The writer is a supporter of the Congress, but notits bigoted supporter. He 
will therefore criticise the good and the bad deeds of the Congress without 
restraint or reserve. ae 

The Social Conference is gradually bringing itself into prominence, but it 18 
necessary that this movement, which is in reality a branch of the Congress, 
should stop, for it would not do to follow the lines of the Congress in the matter 
of social reform. ‘The leaders of the Congress will of course say that the Social 
Conference has nothing to do with the Congress itself, that the Congress and the 
Conference are quite distinct movements, and that it is only for convenience’s 
sake that they are held at the same time and place. The Hindu, however, does 


not believe in the truth of this statement. He knows well enough that it is a 


statement dictated by policy and has no foundation in truth. The Hindu 
knows that the Congress counts among its supporters a very small number of 
orthodox Hindus, and that it is not in the power of so small a number of men 
to reform a large society. If Hindu society is to be reformed at all, it must be 
reformed, not by the Social Conference, but some other agency. The Congress 
is a political movement, having for its object the representation of the people’s 
grievances to the Sovereign. The mixing up of social reform with this move- 
ment will, therefore, lead to a total failure of both, and the existence of the 
Congress itself will, in that case, be jeopardised. Hindu society will tolerate no 
reform on the English model. 7 
The object of the Congress is, indeed, a laudable one, but its actions have 
hot hitherto been such as to deserve praise. And why is itso? The reason is 
that its promoters have not yet been inspired by that unanimity of feeling and 
have not felt that sincerity in their hearts which are so essential to the success 
of the movement. It is a matter for regret that energy and earnestness are ver 
ae qualities in the promoters of the Congress. Self-sacrifice is the first and 
ee virtue required of a Congressist, and the instances are not few in which 
ed sence of this virtue in the members of the Congress has produced sad 
: = ie Congressists must, one and all, be above the temptation of making 
i 0 and thereby making a name for themselves, and they must learn to be 
7 he ‘ active, and unanimous in feeling and opinion in removing the grievances 
cl countrymen. If they can do all this, the hope may be entertained that 
ongress will be a success. 


Referring to the agitation in the Anglo-Indian press against the free- 


Indian free-trade and the pro. trade policy of Government, the same paper has 


bable effects of its abolition, the following:— ae 
The Englishman has rightly said that the aboli- 


tion of : ; 3 
conniey's bb will benefit only the Anglo-Indian merchants, the people of the 


amen - g nothing thereby. Indeed, the spirit of self-reliance is so wanting 
ndians that they always prefer service to setting up independ- 


‘s for themselves, “And this is the real secret of their poverty. The 
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Indians have lived for a long time in close contiguity to Englishmen and haye 
imitated many of their manners and customs, but have not succeeded IN imitat. 
ing their spirit of self-reliance. It is a matter of congratulation, however, that 
the Indians are slowly developing this faculty of self-reliance. People in some 
places have realised what a noble thing 1s self-reliance, and are accordingly devot. 
ing themselves to industrial and commercial pursuits. It may be hoped, there. 
fore, that the abolition of free-trade will benefit the Indians in the future, if not 
in the immediate present. In the immediate present, too, the Indians will not 
go wholly without profit, for they will share in the profits of the Anglo-Indian 
merchants. The writer differs from those of his countrymen who are for 
instantly banishing the Anglo-Indian merchants from the country and who 
think that a sudden development of the national trade is possible. It would, 
indeed, be a sin to deny the immense benefit which the country has derived from 
English capital. If English capitalists had not invested their money in railways, 
factories, and mills in this country, the people of the country would certainl 
have felt the pinch of starvation in a much greater degree than they do now. 
It cannot also be denied that it is owing to the exertion of the English that the 
Indian soil has gained in productive power. ‘lhe abolition of free-trade, there- 
fore, though it will no doubt for the present and in the largest measure benefit 
English merchants in this country, will, by inducing English capitalists to 
invest more money in industries in this country, also benefit native labourers and 
other people by creating more employment for them. But there is no unmixed 
good in this world, and this gain to the natives arising from the abolition of 
free-trade will certainly be attended with a great deal of disadvantage, which, 
however, need not be taken into account now. If present loss ensure profit for 
the Indians in the future, the loss should not be regarded in the light of a loss. 
The failure of the Manchester merchants to have a stricter factory law 
passed for India has already induced many of them to make up their mind to 
come over to India and set up business here. And if, after this, the import 
duty is re-imposed, the Manchester merchants will not hesitate one moment 
but will come over to this country with their capital and start business here. 
This will be clear gain to India, and will pave the road to its future welfare. 
The English and other foreign capitalists who will thus come over to invest 
their capital in India will have to employ native labourers under then, 
and native labourers will then not only be enabled to earn their livelihood, but 
will also learn the mechanical processes of the industries in which they 
will be employed. And when the people of the country will have thus, in the 
course of time, learnt the most important mechanical rules and understood the 
method in which Western people use mechanical contrivances in the industries, 
they will be ina ee ag to start business on their own account, and will 
thus lay the foundation of India’s future industrial and commercial greatness. 
The Englishman newspaper is of opinion that, though the Indians have imitated 
the English people successfully in several matters, they will never be able 
to work on the joint-stock principle lke the English, because they lack that 
unity among themselves and that confidence in each other’s integrity which 
form the secret of joint-stock enterprise. This remark of the Englishman would, 
no doubt, have applied to the Indians say twenty years ago. But they have 
now realised the usefulness of the joint-stock principle and learnt to work 
jointly. It is to this that the people owe the establishment of joint-stock 
enterprises liko the Bengal Provincial Railway, the Bengal Spinning and 
Weaving Mill, the Pioneer Glass Company, &c. An application of the principles 
of protection to Indian industries will increase the profit of the capitalists, and 
the people of the country will find greater inducement to take to these pursuits. 
The writer is not aware whether Government is secretly deliberating 02 
its free-trade policy. But the agitation in the Anglo-Indian press on this 


subject scems to indicate that there is something going on in connection with 
free-trade. 


77. Referring to the determination of the Russian Czar to devote the money 


i tai te Dike annually spent on the celebration of the festival of 
Cee St. George to the relief of the famine-stricken pop 
lation, the Samay, of the 1st January, remarks that the “ civilised ” British 


Government would do well to follow in such matters the example of the 
barbarous Government of the Czar. 
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78. The Education Gazette, of the lst January, Envcarion Gazerre, 
Sea-voyage by Hindus. has the following :— Jan. Ist, 1892, 
The shastras are no bugbear that we should tremble for fear of them 
henever embarking on an enterprise. | The Hindu shastras are like a loving 
on who will grant every wish of his son which is not improper. If the 
Hindw’s object in making a sea-voyage be a good one, if—for instance, his object 
be to extend foreign commerce, which is now all but non-existent, to gain 
knowledge or todo good to others, and not to amuse or enjoy himself, the 
® Hindu shastras and the Hindu community. will not oppose him. — The Sethis of 
'Nadkote in the Madras Presidency go in their ships to China and other 
countries for commerce, and yet they are accounted good Hindus at their native 
lace, Let Hindus make sea-voyages with such laudable objects, let them 
‘bserve Hindu practices as far as possible in their voyages, and let them 
perform penances according to the shastras on their return home, and Hindu 
society will not cast them out of its bosom. | 
| 79. The Bangavast, of the 2nd January, has _Banaavasr, 
the following on the last session of the Congress:—- = 48 2nd, 1804. 
The Congress is the celestial tree which gives whatever is asked of it. You 
have only to come to it and ask, and you will have it. 
There is the strange and curious fruit of self-government, the delicious 
fruit of municipalities, the ripe fruit of police reform. See, there 1s yet ano- 
ther, a large fruit growing just above your head. That gigantic fruit, though 
it is just budding, is still making its power felt. You have only to wait till 
it becomes something like ripe, and then its power will be irresistible. It will 
he a piece of rare good fortune when this fruit attains maturity, and the 
moment it becomes mellow, the Indians will see salvation. | 
The “eight great blessings” coveted by the Indians are peeping out from 
within this gigantic fruit; count them one by one. These are No. 1—Parlia- 
ment; No. 2—Representation; No. 3—Government by the people; No. 4— 
Political career; No. 5—Indian emancipation; No. 6—Liberty, equality, and 


fraternity; No. 7—Reform of society and the sastras; and No. 8—Universal 
empire. 


The Congress. 


What a wonderful and delicious fruit this which, though only one, has in 
itso many good things! Nay, these eight are not the Only good things this 
fruit contains, it has in it many other “improvements” of various kinds. It is 
no use recounting these now. , 

The necessary preparations for effecting the emancipation of India and 
delivering the earth from evil having all been completely. made by the Congress, 


it is now transferring itself from earth to heaven. One “cycle” has been com- 
pleted, seven years have passed away, and the Congress is now about to, set out, 
on its last great journey. We too shall do the same. Ye patriots and all good 
and true men, ye Sastris and Samadhayis, do ye now make all necessary 
arrangements for our great journey (to heaven). Make out a list of auspicious 
days, get up meetings and conferences, give us vayavasthas according to the 
sastras tor crossing (churning: the sea. We shall bring you the high horse of 
self-government and you will ride it in a race in the sky; we shall get you the 
priceless gem of Parliament and you will wear it on your breast; we shall bring 
you the nectar of social reform, and you will quaff it and become immortal, The 
Congress has, during the seven years it has worked in India, made all the neces- 
“ary arrangements and preparations for this purpose, and now it only remains 
for it to go to England, that Indra’s paradise, and bring those priceless trea- 
sures to you. Then give us the required vayavastha, and we go to England in 
crowds, Make a careful search, and you will find that the sastras contain 
myunctions for undertaking sea-voyage, aye, for taking rice cooked by the 
yevene as well as beef, pork, and all other kinds of meat. For one must have food 
eat while on the way to heaven. Search the Rigveda, and you will come 
Cross the texts. And such texts will also be found in the upanisads, lexicons, 
ramas, novels, the mantras, the tantras, the smiritis, in fact in all the sastras. 
pd bs 0 Cenies this is a fool, a dunce, a monkey, a traitor to his country, an 
ree of his nation, a non-Hindu, a non-Brahman, a consummate ass. These 
) : Ctions of the sastras have been approved by all authorities from Messrs. 
a saad Parasar down to Dr. Mitra and Mr. Dutt, and endorsed by Wilson 
other scholars. Mr. Surendranath Banerji, who eats siddha rice and has 
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studied all the sastras, has also come to the same conclusion. Dr. Sarkar, too, 
has his fullest sympathy with it. What else is required and who else remains ty 
be consulted for this purpose ? 

All over and in every part of India has the Congress, by means of its yj. 
versal programme. accomplished all manner of good works for redressing th, 
grievances of the Indians. ‘The Congress has done its work, and it now onl 
remains for it to make a formal declaration that its labours are at an end 
Political reform and social reform and the reform of the sastras— all these has 
the Congress effected in the fullest measure for the purpose of bringing deliver. 
ance to India. Is it not, therefore, strange that ill-conditioned eople are yet 
found saying that the Congress has done nothing ? You big fool, what has the 
Congress not done for you? You cannot understand a thing unless you haye 
the sense to understand it. And you therefore ask what has the Congres 
done? Why? Don’t you know what it has done ? Are you blind 
or is it that you do not know your alphabet ? Have not the proceedings 
of the Congress been printed, and these printed reports left a lasting im. 
press on the minds of all Indians from the Maharajas and Rajas dow 
to coolies and labourers ? The Congress has prepared a schedule of our wants 
and complaints. What more do you want ? It is nosmall or common perforn- 
ance that the Congress has made. It has taken the Congress seven years’ time 
and entailed on it an annual expenditure of one and-a-half lakhs, or a total 
expenditure of ten lakhs of rupees, to prepare this very necessary catalogue of 
the wants and grievances of the Indians. What a stupendous task has the 
Congress accomplished, and accomplished extremely well ? You may also form 
an idea of all these great things by reading the circular recently issued by the 
Secretary to the Congress. Again, open your eyes and see what the Congress 
has done to further, elaborate, mature, and accelerate that mighty movement 
of female emancipation which is the first and the foremost, in fact, the one only 
means of effecting political improvement, which is, as it were, the ‘vaccine 
lymph” that will bring about the Hindu’s social “ salvation,” which constitutes 
the basis of all civilization, and which is the best and the most feasible way of 
effecting the deliverance of India. Parliament, police reform, matters religious 
and spiritual, self-government, the elective franchise, amendment of the Arms 
Act, political career, representative Government, all these and a hundred other 
valuable reforms that make for progress, are nothing compared with that invalu- 
able treasure, the woman, who is at once the foundation and the crowning glor 
of all reform. Now the Congress has rescued that treasure from the ‘ark 
dungeon of the Hindu zenana. It is owing to the Congress that this treasure, 
the woman, without which the world and even the heaven itself would seem 
devoid of any purpose or happiness has been enabled to do her proper work in 
life. It is the Congress which has promoted the cause of female emancipation 
in India by giving opportunities to the Indian women to attend its sittings and 
make political speeches. The work of icmale education begun in the college 
has reached its consummation in the Congress. ‘T'o speak in the native fashion, 
the Congress is the god Krishna of this Kaliyuga. This time for one male 
delegate there were two lady delegates sent to the Congress. 

To commemorate the conclusion of the labours of the Congress in a fitting 
manner, the Indians should now set up a silver image of Mr. Hume, just as they 
have set up a golden image of Lord Ripon and worship it Let all the Indians 
then say, Hari, Hari. For the time to go to heaven is come. 

80. The same paper, in an article headed “Stop talking—take to action,” 
SAYS :— | 
The chief desire of ae Congress is hi secure the introduction of the 
| elective principle in the Legislative Councils—to 
Aaties 2 ine Cone: have a ees altel of dhected members in the 
Legislative Councils. How very stupid these Congressists must be to entertain 
such an aspiration! No one could be more deluded than those who expect such & 
privilege at the hands of a foreign ruler. You speak of Akbar’s high-mindedness 
in appointing Todar Mull and Man Singh to high offices, and demand you 
English rulers to be equally hi ae of But you forget the difference 
between the two cases. That Akbar displayed so much high-mindedness b 
giving such high offices to Man Singh and Todar Mull was not because Man Si 
and ‘Todar Mull were Hindus, but because they were men of very superior 


, only wh 


oa, 


i“ 4 G+ oh the Lion of the Punjab, also used to give the command 
ability re Ragilsh soldiers; but the English soldiers had first to prove 
dye - hele efficicacy. It is proper therefore that you should first prove your 
: ri. ert and then seek to put the magnanimity of your English rulers to 
be it What power or ability have you that you are so anxious to obtain 
yen -, the administration of the State? And call the English narrow- 
| ooied because of their denying you what you ask for? Why should those, 
=e monthly income does not amount to even two rupees, aspire 80 high ? 
n these people, who seek to sink their own nationality in the nationality of 
“ ther people, deserve the confidence of the British people who prize 
rationality so dearly. Is there a more powerless people on earth than those 
own trades and industries are on the point of extinction? And did 
uch a people ever receive the favour of their rulers? The people who know 
only to talk must be looked upon as worthless as straw by the English people 
hose whole being consists of action. You would have attained your object 

your English rulers had obtained proof in your Congress movement that you 
ro men of action. The English know well enough that your Congress is only 
on arena for your speech-making. Mere talk will not enable you to achieve 
your object. Millions of talking Congresses, will not ew you one inch nearer 
he fulfilment of your ends. If you really wish to develope your powers, and 
o be known to your rulers as a people possessing real tad and thereby to 
nduce them to repose confidence in you, then stop talking and take to action. 
Action is sure to be crowned with success. And if it is crowned with no other 


success, it will at least lead you to paths of glory, and reflect glory on your 


mother-country. 


81. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 2nd January, says that cholera 


. is raging violently at Bhagabanpur, a village in the 
of = the Maldah district, and that five or six deaths are 
[eee reported every day. The correspondent asks the 

overnment to help the sufferers with money to enable them to obtain medical 
nid. | 


82. The Sanjivani, of the 2nd January, is glad to learn that a society for 


ee relieving the distress of poor native women is about 
age padloge J Rlepatencangy in to be started under the auspices of Srimati Krishna 
~Bhamini Dasi, a daughter in-law of Babu Srinath 
Dass, the well-known pleader of the High Court. The lady was in England for 
several years in company with her husband, Mr. D. N. Das, and has imbibed 
he enlightenment of the West. She will, no doubt, meet with great opposition 
n certain quarters, but that should not discourage her from carrying out her 


I = project. The whole country ought to help the lady in her noble under- 
ng. 


83. The Hitavadi, of the 2nd January, has the following :—All real 
The Grand Worship, worship consists in the sacrifice of self for the work 


need of the Deity ; whoso can forget himself, can work 
for the satisfaction of his God, is a true worshipper. 


The work of the Deity consists of course in doing good to mankind; whoso 

does this fulfils God’s purpose and pleases Him. "fe 
No one who has realized the significance of the sayi 

the motherland are 

works the 


g,“‘The mother and 
greater than the heavens,”— need be told that of all good 


greatest is work for the good of one’scountry. Real worship is possible 


en, annihilating himself, a man dedicates his whole life to the service 
of his count 


in fact ry. Poverty has made us weak, has diminished our vitality, has 

i , made us selfish and oblivious of the spirit of unity, brotherhood, and 
. olism which formerly animated us. Forgetfulness of the past, indifference to 
I Fine g and doubt as to the future—these now characterize the unfortunate 


naian who was j - ; : fb . 
Bolle Gualitieg, Sind "the Troe eee eens eat; Mia Hie hariage i 


e a 

8 position, The Congress has taught us love, devotion to work, unit 
- — ; has taught us the significance of true workship. . 
rule of the 8. Diag therefore, ought to be dear to us ally But the benevolent 


nglish is the life and soul of the Congress: therefore, it i dut 
irst of all to pray for the continuance of that ame ee oe eee 


But the Congress now stands forward to rescue us front this . 


PRAKRITI, 
Jan. 2nd, 1892. 
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Dacca Prakase, 84, The Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd January, has an article in which th 
Jan. 8rd, 1892. The Congress in the lightof a annual sessions of the Congress are spoken of as the 
sradh ceremony. annual sradh ceremony performed by all go 
Indians in honour of India, their defunct mother. Referring to the last sitting of 
the Congress at Nagpur, the writer says that Mr. Hume, the Railway Compania 
the pundits reading the Vedas from Professor Max Muller’s and Babu R,¢ 
Dutt’s editions, the English historians of India, the denationalized Babus, anj 
Mr. Ananda Charlu, a eorcther f performed the functions which are requir 
to be performed at an annual sradh ceremony by the purohit, the agradani, the 
sadasaya, the brahma, and the tantradhar, the assistant priests, and the princi 
sradhakarta, and that Nagpur was the place where the ceremony was performed, 
Datee-o-Bamactan 85. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 3rd January, is glad at the 


- nour Year’s D 
Pg ‘ea, ie The New Year's Day honours. conferring of honours on New Ye ay upon the 


following gentlemen, viz., Mr. Risley, Secretary t 
the Bengal Government, Mr. Ardagh, Private Secretary to the Viceroy, Raja 
Gobind Lal Roy of Kungpur, Nawab Abdool Gunni of Dacca and his sp, 
Syed Amir Hossein, the Presidency Magistrate, Raja Satis Chandra of Pakoor, 
Babu Ishan Chandra Mitter of Hooghly, Babu Issur Chandra Sil of Dacca, 
Babu Nitai Chandra Chatterjee, and Sri Krishna Babu of the Commissariat 
Department, and Babus Bankim Chandra Chatterjee and Mohendro Nath 
Chatterjee. In honouring Babu Bankim Chandra Chatterjee the Viceroy has 
honoured himself. And the writer does not think that there is another such 
able and honest officer as Babu Mohendro Nath Chatterjee in the Commissariat 
Department. 
GRauvast, 86, The Gramvasi, of the 4th January, offers its sincerest congratulations 
Jan. 4th, 1892. Pai shan Chandra Mitra Baha. tO Babu Ishan Chandra Mitra, the Government 
dur and the Vice-Uhairmanof the Pleader of Hughli and Chairman of the Hughli 
Hugali Disteict Board. Municipality on his having received the title of 
Rai Bahadur as a personal distinction. The Vice-Chairman of the Hughli 
District Board, Babu Lalit Mohan Roy, deserves a title. 
shay aaa 87. In reference to the approaching retirement of Sir John Edgar 
Jan. 4th, 1802. Sir John Edgar leaving the from the Bengal Secretariat, the Dainik-o-Samachar 
Secretariat. Chandrika, of the 4th January, says that the impres- 
sion in the public mind is that Sir John has not latterly been pulling well with 


His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. ‘The writer thinks that the belief is not 
entirely unfounded. 


Datnik-0-SAMACHAR 88. The same paper says that the question of getting up a militia in Indu 
—— A wilitia force for India,  W#8 discussed in the last Congress at Nagpur. 
mies | The writer considers the idea of an Indian 
militia to be a practical one, as recruits can be obtained from the low class 
roughs who are to be found in the population of the various districts of Bengal. 
The writer believes that there are men of courage and good physique in these 
classes, viz., among the Gar-gcoalas of Krishnaghur, and the Pazks of Chakrapur 
and Panrpara, not to speak of the Bagdis, Handis, and Chandals. The wnitet 
does not like to have Babu regiments; but thinks that the Government which 
considers it necessary to teach drill and parade to chowkidars should not be 
slow to admit that a similar necessity exists for the formation of a local militia. 
The members of these corps can, like those of the Reserve Force, be paid on& 
reduced scale; and can be taught drill and parade during those months 1 
which they will have no out-door work to do. 

Militia regiments ought to be formed all over the country ; if not in every 
district, at least in every division of Bengal. But it may be questioned whether 
the Government which has effected the disarmament of the whole nation wil 
now have the courage to sanction the formation of militia corps. ‘To brand 
an entire nation with cowardice will serve no purpose. No nation in the world 
is composed entirely of weak, cowardly men. The Government should not shut 
its eyes to the fact that there are warlike men even among Bengalis. 

ee ee 89. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chundrika, of the 5th J anuary, says that in 


CHANDRIKA, ae ° 
dan. Beh. 1002, Bacsleis Setninn vilian, order to prevent corn dealers from raising the pric 


of corn at their pleasure, the Russian Government 
has ordered food grains to be sold at fixed prices, and has also prohibited the 


export of corn from the country. Measures like these may be distasteful to the 
English, who are staunch supporters of free-trade, but are sure to do incalculable 
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ood to famine-stricken people. The writer believes such measures to be neces- 


ary in times of famine. 


Urrya PApPErs. 


ferring to the canal oppression reported in paragraph 85 of the 
i : Weekly Heport on Native Papers, dated the 2nd 
Canal oppression at Balasore. =» 7 5 1899 the Utkaldipika, of the 19th Decem- 
ber, draws the attention of the Balasore District Board to the same, and requests 
the Board to take such steps in consultation with the Coast Canal authorities, as 
may enable cattle from the western side of the canal to cross it with con- 
venience every day, for unless they can go to the grazing grounds that are 
mostly on the seashore, they must die of starvation. 


91. The same paper in another paragraph weeps over the indifference, 


apathy, and selfishness of the educated Uriyas, 

The indifference of educated whom no amount of exertion on the part of the 

ee patriots has been found sufficient to rouse, and who 

would never attend to the political wants of their country unless urged again 
and again to do so. 


92, Referring to the police reforms as indicated in a late resolution of 
Government on the subject, the same paper remarks 
that the reforms when introduced will make the 
police worse than it is; for the proposed reforms seem to increase the res- 
ponsibilities of officers without increasing their salaries, and that the reforms 
should be postponed if no funds are available to carry them out effectively 
It further observes that educated gentlemen cannot be expected to serve in the 
police line unless properly paid, and that increase of responsibilities without 
a commensurate increase in pay must necessarily result in oppression. 


Proposed reforms in the police. 


AssAM PAPERS. 


93. Referring to the Chief Commissoner’s statement in the Assam Admin- 
istration Report for 1890-91, that the question as to 
ofthe Skee aan gaa survey whether it would be expedient to bring the whole 
of Sylhet under cadastral survey is still under con- 
sideration, the Paridarshak, of the 28th December, says that when any matter 
connected with the Government revenue comes under its consideration, every- 
body anticipates that the question will be so decided as to increase the revenue. 
It is therefore almost certain that the Sylhet district will soon be brought under 
cadastral survey. A cadastral survey may be possible in Bengal where the land 
is owned by the zemindars in large parcels or areas. But in Sylhet the mehals 
are small, and every mehal is owned by a very large number of landholders. 
There are, in fact, no big landholders in this district, the land being distributed 
among the people in very small parcels orareas. It is to this minute distribution 
of the land among the common people that Sylhet owes its prosperity. In 
making a cadastral survey, Government will therefore find it almost impossible 
to ascertain the owner of any particular plot of land, as it will turn out in 
cay every case that a mehal is owned not by a single owner, but may be 
= ry or sixty owners. The proposed survey and the consequent settle- 
= of the land will, therefore, be calculated to involve Government and the 
, be Cin a series of law suits. But why should Government be so anxious 
va meaning a cadastral survey? It is true that most of the mehals in 
vac istrict are permanently-settled mehals, but Government always devises 
: - in the shape of local rates to make up for the loss it sustains b making 
tf gens settlement of the land. The landholders of Sylhet should therefore 
. 5€r remain indifferent, but petition the Government of India protestin 


against 
iP ee proposed survey. If they cannot prevent the survey, the exactions 


ment will soon destroy the prospurity of Sylhet and reduce Sylhet 
‘andholders to penury. The jhum law has avi besa passed an hes 


injuriously affected many landh 3 

; y landholders. Itis probable, therefore, that if peti- 

mae a landholders, before any final decision of the matter, the Gatun, 
ndia may take pity on them and stop the survey. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
Dec, 19th, 1897. 


UTEALDIPIKA. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


PARIDARSHAK, 
Dec. 28th, 1891. 


ates a ata — . —— . 
* . P . ; . . : ee aad 
ihe ‘ i 5 5 —_— ' ’ ‘ 3 :. “ — ot inenmenge ste + a EN - . - xr : . 
. aa . — m sil ~~ a. As oe ae 4 . ath > a 4 : " . = a “4 
fe me a san ‘ POY <3 nt OY ne “w eee Ae et 7 - “eR , eae at . ‘ “ oa tig yg, eK een we a eer Ba ‘ . . 
Ze pn ¥ Serr: er EAs a SEs ee » “ . eatin . nce . aaa ind abel . vies = ’ 
ah eS ee it sy, ; - ore. rs wy rear) ee . 3 ~ . - w a ad = ‘ P sine . a ~~ . sed ~ , = —s <> “ - — “- 
ee Gs EH es aa ” Seu F ‘ ~ ‘ ~ : : 2 ay ial rn i. ed osibas = er ee vin prea . * sop a SSS a eee > a» PE eS ated an 7 
" - . x — ° ys < - aS P aes vai ten 
x ” xy nai re , . eee ee ‘ hw aye pr ES Rs FOS Pe Bee i Sac Fe oe IE ee a= UA ee i . tuk Poy t 
¥ as . ‘ on sete 5 ie > wo a yggetne pr 8 PR ae Mo SA” x danse FST * 3 By ta ie CS RR wh er h. St 8 3 t wre ne A q ee : > 
na) ede iatne Pa a ee ee : peti nd . +i . } Ss ei ea > es 
t : . Sa! 7 j ‘mn 5 we ae SS 2 tae 
es ee: Bi ie , ~ 2 AOE Soong, 2 eraiearane) oF —_ Pte eae Ee 
v4 Bs fat Fe 0 = P 


' Bi 
= Me 
‘F 
sz 
5 
be 
< 
uF ? 
t zt 
t \. 
& : 
: 4 
“ r 
4 
+ 
. 
" 
ao 7 
J 
"4 | 
* 
* 
ce 
: 2% 
- % 
‘« 
B % 
% 


ee ; - ss yes 2. biases ; ¥ acts 
LRM. Loni Aden: Meine it aig dpa piso DT fatten. “eae 
Tuy . 2 ‘ . 
SIE Rie a SS IL REIS 


. ta “* *« 

Nie tate aS - Pon ET RE OE Ne 
on ie wi . aA ey lan vgs om - 4 Ce rate le teed, t pear aiect. ed x he 
aioe e thn Bae Bat ; an aP ge ao Seka ae RE 
boa $te FHF il sp, A ee ar Sp EFA BER Ee. ee 2 

a oe 
* Ans LE AP PIS ARBRE tee? Se Fale 5h ape a RI AOE Bi gett : RGF AAAI 
5 eet es 
L3 
oe 


ee e _— 
° ze ee a et tig. ie a tig ha A oot 
arises dite x tae Ath wage eat se le SAE Fa NE A GR gg : 
’ ‘ £5: ’ raving eadbl og : — MES Ol ERI EIN LI ERE Ce eS th nnn ee PIR gt a fei seen ey 
— PALSY ’ ry ee % " tot . A 5 Ae wa ey Sees: es A Ce é A , em gs sh eS an , 4 4 
- ares (ty g een “it aR po}: SOD GS a eee ‘ BP cae ; ren ieee 
~ ee om . > °. - aa? a la ) ee. poe te. een ee aie - et ns ong te 
aS lees eit ' Psy ; + ; : tiga Sesew Sie GX oP the S : - m . _ : od fe Maye aS 
“ ya . Ye pa S ‘= a ot t L¢ r a> 5 ches ae ; . be aa a3 be 
‘ ‘ 20 Be, gph ol rt as 2 on 4 Wty, whede acaba cite z ' 

ss guia t Fe ap = . i se Fea 


a RR LOTR Oe a mOD CP e E eed GU TRAE STE eee 5 em 
x att Sy ts « ‘ meee u sy -o- ¥ r ‘’ - ty r “i < ae +>) 4 VE : 
ees Oa. Songs Bea Rea ie Phat iaincbeatatch> | tA cable ‘ade iw Seating ts 4 tgs 
CE ee OTE SEO D te NILA CODE ARE I RES: SRN 0.5 tet EL ELE ART i 5+ i os SIR, eee 
a a BR my ae a a “ 
pba HE SS eam 
. P - . Soy ent 


r 7 aT ye ee 4 ie > = ee ¥ . Ew 
mi ; Je . “ j al F . Scat) has 9 Fes e* Pi diane rah vores eS oad : > + oa Pre ee ort Sates , 
ae & - oe Ge aad * pe ree ajith 2; oF TN 3 ~ Ey, + Pos “ TK “ x 2 ee ee big 28 +3 ~figtie peer st yet Sepia Cee OSS ea as ee RO OA. Ne Gath TA iE Se : WE , ~ LF Ee * on AE ee tad pa ey 3 
f " we a tects ak . aire aa be Faroe 2 fhe tite ogee es yr Ms ew A 28 F wR e | ‘ . ¥ Re SG 8 PR SRB te eteies Bo , 
¢ = 7 ees ‘unites odo eit sa re 7 baat apr spate ome a Me st Pepto SRS & ty erred - Le plies, ee Pate ee ee eee es Sugeest EI RE AEE ARE A UO IRE ee er ELE EMS IRS SY CER,» ny be, a ate e oF ’ Re 8 i 4 SOME oer te % “ ae ae - Sea. kee ‘ 
rt - Pre i> Pe he ; ht ih, om ete : aii ek wD, : cs , ‘ ' , pied 7 Py ae wee : og ek nec say : - a ae SO e% ’ : : aus 4 . : Byars 
2 anes . $a Raho OY gt in Daan: sp tae aed r a te» o™ age e ci ee ‘. By : : : “ o a Se te rs . . ae a k 5 ; aad uae wr Ben ite a. ean — anaes oN ee PERA » rath’ shted 
© om my Er te, Pee, ws a 2 ra | - > rs, 4 2 is ‘ poking 7 be, ee ieee Ae 5 eee tis Q Me, eo; ‘ —> ~— 7 ° ‘ a . os P : ee ony ee eS eee ee i Che aie abo cil aes Oo ee 4 Me ie er ea < 2 ee: oR) a in . 7 
: - 4 owl aN va « rE Mes PP pe ties * we PE noe * PD tk a Ae * 3 - » " - " onin — ~~ Pas! eae GS ee a eee eb AO MO eof did mate gay A hls ose rer aa ik ag! Mone. 9 ME Be = <i oa ” or rs a. Feet 4 ae ee es Ei on whe f : ae Pa. “4 " . ro rR » 
- hae . : mld Lg nae wi 2 , aes aah tihteraerectmtaesae eR ry setter eierees eel pec ocaaceaaed ae Soe PLEATS RT Fem AS 2 Sein toed eeeecat tend, espe eee cer POOP RE RISTO mag Sy” AE * Eg ln a Ree Sper PERU Stes a 2 CN) ge MSS tae OO NGS ARRAY Pe = pa ae ‘ a : a . 
ws n = aN ; a ee eee = ore oye ae B . “ ae ‘ % : » iar a at hs EY ai Sr he, a os Pa ee 4 radon 89 ; . i wy tA . be a Se ih ‘ - ph gs: SPHERE, z ‘ S _ a _ ™ 3 . - oa oP TT AE ge oe ee ‘ - y 
~ sb ove hat BES Ne BP this Ae : . te aly ’ oF ides EAS 4 i z Oe > ety 2h pes OR fot ae ie el 3 . 2 . a a nme Cote 7 “ Ce ae 7s * . 9 ‘ Q a3 by 
Dag OF nal att : eis ESP hese cape: F io ita : ies 4 See red eee See Ao hy Seni 7 ale, 2 : : 


PARIDARSHAK, 
Dec, 28th, 1891. 


PARIDARSHAK. 
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94. The same paper says that Mr. Ward, the new Chief Commissioner, 
has already given proof of great ability, kindlinesg 
Mr. Ward, Chief Commissioner of disposition, uprightness and independence. May 
sceaningy these noble qualities be his for ever by the blessing 
of God! Under the vigorous administration which has been inaugurated by 
Mr. Ward, Mr. Driberg, the Inspector-General of the Assam Police, and 
Mr. Wilson, the Director of Public Instruction, have thought fit to quit the 
rovince. Mr. Ward appears to be greatly affected with the condition of coolies, 
is action in the case of the Panda (priest) of Kamakhya and the Deputy 
Commissioner of Gauhati also shows that he is a man of feeling. May he win 
everlasting fame by conducting the administration of Assam in the spirit of 
kindness, honesty, and magnanimity of which he has already given such striking 
roof, 
: 95. The same paper says that the poisoning of cows by the muchis has 
ce become so prevalent in the Sylhet district that 
Po ocmmgg poisoning in the Sylhet QGovernment can no longer remain indifferent in 
Naeges the matter. No legislation is required to put down 
the crime. It is only required that the Chief Commissioner should issue a 
circular requesting the police to keep sharp eyes on the muchis. And attention 
may be given to the fact that the great loss sustained by the people of the 
village Agiaram by the poisoning of their cattle induced them to make a rule 
that any one whose cow was poisoned should bury the carcass instead of 
throwing it away; and that infringement of this rule should make the owner 
of the eg as to a fine of four annas, and that this rule has successfully coped 
with the evil. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator, 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 9th January 1892. 


C. E. G. and othersemReg. No, 68700—72—}3.1-93, 


